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INTRODUCTION

T

his is an informal narrative of the family history of Jerome
Edward Larsen (1939- ), particularly written for the
enjoyment of children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren
of Jerry. It is not intended to be a "scholarly" work, rather an
easy-read that includes a lot of the interesting facts
surrounding the lives of the generations that preceded him,
and if you are a descendant of Jerry, those same generations
precede you - and their genetic and environmental influence
over the years should help tell you where you came from.
Hopefully there will be a companion narrative which will
include the other half of this equation - the family history of
Janet Marie (McCarty) Larsen (1939- ).
Jerry has a brother, John Britton Larsen (1946- ), so this
narrative applies equally to him, and to his descendants. He
almost didn’t arrive – Jerry and John’s mother had 2
miscarriages between their births, one at 3 months and the
other at 6. John is married to Nancy Elizabeth (Berkley)
Larsen (1948- ) so she is the other half of John’s equation for
his children and grandchildren.
Many years of on-and-off research have gone into this. The
Larsen/McCarty genealogical database includes over 16,000
names, all of which are direct ancestors, or cousins, and
spouses of cousins in collateral lines. At the end of this
narrative, there is a bibliography that may be referenced if you
want to pursue any additional information. I think you will
discover that we have some amazing antecedents, everything
from revolutionary war heroes to a Norwegian witch!
There are some appendices in the back of this book, which I’ll refer to at the appropriate
places. But now, take a look at the last page. It’s a pedigree chart. If you haven’t seen
one of these before, it’s simply a graphic representation of a single person, with their
ancestors showing to the right, connected by lines. Two parents, four grandparents,
eight great-grandparents, etc. Each generation is shown to the right of the earlier
generation. In reading through a narrative like this one, sometimes it’s hard to keep
track of who is being written about, and where they fit into the generational scheme of
things. This pedigree should help. Also accompanying this book is a CD, stored in the
folder affixed to the back cover. It includes a lot of data, both narratives and pictures,
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that will be of interest, and expands greatly on the information contained in this book.
The appendix has a page detailing the contents of the CD, and how it is put together.
What follows is split into several chapters. The first
will include Jerry and John's parents. Their four
grandparents will be discussed in The Norwegians,
The Swedes, and The
Mormons.
Other
chapters will cover The
Norwegian Witch, The
Mayflower and Early
Immigrants, The Royal
Line,
The
Revolutionary
War,
and
Notable
Connections.
These
will be punctuated with
pictures of every directline ancestor where
available, even if the
picture is very old and blurry.
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JERRY AND JOHN'S PARENTS

J

erry was born 29 Sep 1939 at Emanuel Hospital in Portland, Oregon. A separate
document, his Memoirs, is being written to describe his life and times, so little will be
discussed about him in this narrative, only to the extent that he followed his parents until
he was eighteen.
Jerry and John's father was Loyd Edwin Larsen (1912–1994),
the son of Norwegian immigrants. He was born in Portland,
Oregon. In 1920 the census record shows him living with his
parents at 461 NE Eighteenth Ave. (2012 version of the
address) in Portland, along with his sister Prudence Ragnhild
Larsen (1914 – 1992), his Aunt Dagny Ostensoe and his
cousins Grace and Dora, ages 8 and 6. Dagny’s husband,
Arne Ostensoe, died 3 years earlier in 1917, at age 38. John is
listed as a house builder, and Dagny worked as a hotel
chambermaid. In 1930, Loyd, his parents and his sister are
living at 1530 SE Hawthorne Blvd. in Portland. He graduated
from Franklin High School in that year. He went to Moscow,
Idaho, and attended The University of Idaho and graduated in
1935, completing a 5-year course in electrical engineering.
Before radios were common in every home, Loyd built crystal
sets and later a one-tube regenerative receiver, showing an
early interest in radio and electronics.
While he was attending the University of Idaho, he told a story
about making beer. Prohibition didn't end until 1933. He and
his roommate brewed their beer in large ceramic jugs that
they got somewhere, and stowed them under their beds while
they fermented. One very hot day, one or the other of them
returned to their apartment, and slammed the door. The jugs
started exploding, and they had gallons of beer running
across the floor, under the door, and out into the carpeted
hallway. It soaked into the carpet all the way down the hall.
He never described how they cleaned it up, but the smell
must have lingered for a long time. This place was the
Thatuna Apartments in Moscow, which had a furniture store
on the first floor, and is still standing.
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On 2 Oct 1937 he married Jerry’s mother, Doris Ruth
Davenport (1911–2007) whom he met at McBrien’s
Restaurant in downtown Portland, where she was working
as a waitress. They married in Seattle, Washington (no
one currently knows why, since they both lived in
Portland.) The 1940 census shows Doris, Loyd and 6month old Jerry living at 3583 NE Broadway in Portland,
which they rented for $25/month. Loyd was the resident
engineer for Silvray Lighting Corporation. His prior year’s
earnings were $2,400 – a pretty respectable wage for
those pre-war years. Loyd’s parents and their immigrant
history are covered in the chapter “The Norwegians.”
Jerry’s mother Doris was born on a small ranch in the community
of Bull Run, Oregon, on 5 October 1911. This was near a saw mill
where her father worked, which was owned by her grandfather.
She was the 5th of 6 children born to staunchly Mormon parents.
There is a handwritten narrative about Doris that appears to be
written by one of her aunts in 1924 or 1925. There is no
signature, and the first couple of pages are missing. It describes
some anecdotes about Doris' earliest years:
Doris was born in Bull Run, Oregon, October 5, 1911. Her father named
her Doris because he liked the name, although one of their neighbors, who
wanted her named Veneta, exclaimed when she was told what they had
named her, “Doris! Why, that's nothing but an old mule's name!” Her
mother named her Ruth from the Bible. She wasn't an exceptional baby,
but she had her joys and sorrows as well as anyone. Her first word was
“mudda” (mother). When she had just learned to walk she was jumping from one bed to another
and, falling, struck her head against the sharp edge of a little tin wagon her brother, Edward, had
left there. It made quite a large gash and they had quite an exciting time. Her mother had a
terrible time to get the doctor, for everybody was away at church, and she couldn't get to a
telephone. She still carries the scar around with her. The family moved to Hood River the
summer before she was two. The next February her little sister, Jessica, was born. Doris
thought she was the cutest thing imaginable and got very angry at her mother when she wouldn't
let Doris take Jessica out for long walks. When Jessica was about two months old, Doris' older
sister, Helen, died. They lived near a large irrigation ditch which kept her mother in constant
terror for fear one of the children would fall in and get drowned. They had much fun swimming in
it, however, although Jessica did fall in several times. Doris' sister Virginia had a large rag doll.
This doll had a red bathing suit, and this Doris always wore when she went swimming. Doris
had many thrilling experiences before she went to school. Once her father and mother took
Doris and Jessica and went up to Greenpoint. There were several large, tame pigs roaming
around at their will by the single store in the little town. After a while, tiring of running around in
the store, Doris and Jessica decided they would go outside and play. In about two minutes Mrs.
Davenport heard terrible screams. Turning to the porch she beheld a funny spectacle. Jessica,
who was almost two, was screaming with all her might and Doris had her arms around her,
trying to comfort her although her own knees were shaking and she was every bit as scared as
Jessica was. “Don't scweam, Jessita,' she said, “I won't let de nashty old pid hurt you. Shoo-
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shoo, you dyty old thing!” For a pig was idly nosing around them. One day she nearly lost her
life. It happened in this way; it was a beautiful summer day and the family decided to go for a
picnic. In the back of their farm there was a woods. After they had eaten lunch her older sisters,
Virginia and Margaret, climbed a large oak. Doris, who was four years old, thought that she had
to do anything that they did. She perched herself up on a large branch about twelve feet up.
Finally it grew time to go home. The others had climbed down, but Doris was still sitting on her
high perch, absorbed in her day dreams. When she went to get down she stepped on a small
branch which broke under her weight. She grasped ahold of the limb she had just been sitting
on. It was so large she could barely reach her arms around it. She felt herself slipping, slipping,
she didn't cry out once. Just then her mother spied her plight and called her brother Edward to
the rescue. She would hardly touch a tree after this adventure for about a week. When she was
five years old they all learned how to walk on stilts. After several hard tumbles she finally
mastered the art of stilt-walking. Virginia took Doris and Jessica to school with her many times,
so Doris looked forward eagerly to the time she would be old enough to go to school. Doris
entered school at the age of seven, at Barret. The next summer they moved into Hood River.
She missed the second half of her second year on account of illness. She is now in the seventh
grade at the age of thirteen. Her teacher is the Principal, Miss Oberton. She plans to finish
grade school, high school and college. Her plans for the future after she finishes school are
many and varied. She either wants to go on the stage, be a business girl, be a school teacher,
be a farmer, or be an author or an artist, although she says she hasn't much chance for the last
one. So you see she has her choice of many things, though she says probably when she grows
up she will be none of these things, but something entirely different.

Her school years were mainly spent in Hood River, Oregon. Her school yearbooks
show her as active in dramatics, and her attractiveness made her the “little princess” of
the family. She evidently had a bit of a wild streak. She told the story of riding with a
boyfriend on a motorcycle all the way to Portland and back, probably in the early 1930s.
She never went on to college, but did move to Portland probably about 1935 or 36,
worked as a waitress, where she met Loyd. She was raised in the Mormon faith, but left
the church when she married Loyd. In those days, they were very strict about marrying
within the church, so her parents had to have been extremely upset. This may be the
reason that they got married in Seattle – there's no indication of the presence of her
family at their wedding, and the witnesses were two of Loyd's relatives (Prudence
Larsen, his sister, and Eivind Haugseth, a cousin.) Doris' parents and ancestry is
covered in the chapter on “The Mormons” and other chapters going back to colonial
days.
In December of 1940 or January of 1941, they moved to Chicago, where Loyd
continued working for Silvray Lighting Co., as a sales engineer. During this time he sold
an entire floor of lighting to Marshall-Field Company, a huge department store in
Chicago on State Street in The Loop, which later became Macy's. After the breakout of
WWII, the family moved to Bayside, Queens, New York. Loyd commuted into
Manhattan, where he worked for Western Electric Company. His job was managing the
sub-contracting of component electronic parts to (or from) other suppliers, in support of
constructing radar devices. It was then called “centimeter radar” and was top-secret –
this was the infancy of radar for use in the war effort. During these years everything
was rationed, of course, so things were pretty tight.
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In 1944 Loyd's father, John B. Larsen, purchased a defunct poultry incubator company
in Portland. What impelled him to do this, at age 59, no one living knows. John was a
carpenter and building contractor, not experienced in running a retail or wholesale
business. So in late 1944, the family picked up stakes again, and moved back to
Portland, where Loyd could get the business going. He probably was allowed by the
government to do this while the war was still going on because it involved the food
industry, a vital segment of the homefront economy. They changed the name to Master
Supply Corporation, and began selling all manner of poultry equipment to local chicken
farmers, including egg graders and cleaners, mechanical chicken pluckers, litter stirrers,
and mainly the Big Dutchman line of chicken feeders. The building was a two-story
factory with office space, in which they fabricated chicken cages and watering troughs
among other things. John B turned the business end of things over to Loyd while he did
the shop fabrication work, and Loyd kept things running until about 1965, when the
business finally went bankrupt. Large corporations were absorbing all of the small local
chicken farmers, and these big conglomerates were making deals with the suppliers
and side-stepping middleman dealers like Master Supply, cutting them out of the picture
alltogether. Loyd was about 53 or 54 years old at this time, and nothing ever really
came together for him after that. Other than her waitressing experience, Doris had
never worked outside of the home, so there really wasn't anything for them to fall back
on. Loyd tried a number of other ventures, such as selling restaurant coffee makers,
working for a collection agency, and other pursuits, none of which provided much
income. He and Doris finally ended up subsisting by managing apartment units, where
Loyd did the general maintenance and Doris ran the office and kept the books. At one
point, following the sale of their home on Lancaster Drive in Portland, they sunk (in
desperation) much of the equity from that sale into the Glenn Turner “Dare to be Great”
scheme, a “motivational” venture, and into Koscot product line, a cosmetics pyramid
scam also underwritten by Glenn Turner. Later, Turner was in trouble with the attorneys
general in every state in the union, and did prison time for fraud and illegal pyramid
schemes. This whole cycle was really a shame. If Loyd had stayed with Western
Electric following the war, it would follow that his future would probably have been
assured – telecommunications enjoyed tremendous growth during the post-war years,
and he would have had the education, experience and knowledge to ride that growth to
senior management status, ultimately receiving a great pension and benefits. As it was,
his and Doris' final years found them nearly destitute.
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When the family moved back to Portland in 1944, they lived for
a while with Loyd's parents, in a house that John B. had built on
NE 42nd Street, in the Beaumont District of Portland. This was
a temporary arrangement for a few months. Martin Larsen,
brother to John and Uncle to Loyd, died of tuberculosis in
September of 1944. Martin's wife Thea died in 1949 of the
same disease, in the Marion County Tuberculosis Sanitorium.
Martin and Thea owned a home at 6131 N Campbell Ave. in
Portland. This craftsman-bungalow house had been built
around 1915 or 16, and from various census records it was
probably built by Martin. The “Campbell Street Addition” had
been added to Portland in 1915, and Martin and Thea were
married in early 1917. Prior to Martin's death, he and Thea had been living in Oakland,
CA and rented the house to two different pastors of the Denver Avenue Bethel Lutheran
Church, as reflected in the 1930 and 1940 census. The house was sold to Loyd and
Doris, and they lived there from 1945 to 1959, when
they sold it and moved to a home on Jessup Street,
also in Portland. This home was taken by the City of
Portland in 1965 when the John Adams High School
was built, and they then moved to a home on
Lancaster Drive in Southwest Portland. As the
financials got worse, they sold
and moved to a double-wide
manufactured home on Hayden
Island, near I-5 and the
Columbia River. It was here
that Loyd died 2 Jan 1994, at
age 81. The death certificate
shows cardiac arrest as the
cause of death, but he had been subject to a variety of debilitating
diseases and conditions for several years prior to his death. His
physical systems just shut down, and finally the heart simply
stopped beating.
At this point, Doris sold the mobile home and moved into subsidized housing at Holly
Tree Village, on Murray Road in Southwest Portland. This was a relatively comfortable
situation, since they only required as rent payment 1/3 of the income from the residents.
It was there that she met Howard Orville “Hap” Haynes (1919-2010), another resident
who lived across the hall from her. He was born in Oregon in 1919, so he was about 8
years younger than Doris. They were married in Depoe Bay, Oregon on 11 September
1998. They then lived in a rented duplex in McMinnville, Oregon for their remaining
years. Hap had a really checkered career, with many pursuits including being a
telephone lineman to working as a electrician (“grip”) in Hollywood, where he met a lot
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of movie personalities. At one point he had worked long enough
for the federal government in order to have a modest pension and
some medical coverage, so between them they were able to have
a fairly comfortable existence.
Doris' medical and mental
condition started deteriorating several years before her death,
and towards the end she didn't even recognize her own sons.
She was admitted to an assisted care facility in McMinnville when
she got to the point where Hap could no longer take care of her,
and died on 26 May 2007 at age 95. Hap died in 2010, at age 90.

The next several chapters will cover the family histories and
ancestry of Doris and Loyd's parents. Both of Loyd's parents were Norwegian
immigrants, they are covered in “The Norwegians.” Doris' mother was 100% Swedish,
so her information will be covered in “The Swedes.” Doris' father's ancestry descends
from the earliest colonial days, and several generations leading up to his birth were
Mormons and Utah pioneers. These will be covered in “The Mormons.” The other
chapters will include significant items of interest, all related to our family's history. In the
following paragraphs, the first mention of a direct ancestor's name will be in bold-face
type, with the birth and death years in parentheses.
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THE NORWEGIANS

L

oyd's father was christened Johannes Brittanus Andreas Larsen Røren (18851968). That's a mouthful, so it's no wonder he made a change when he came to
America in 1903. His father's full name was Lars Andreas Kornelius Pederson
Storøy (1849-1933). We will now have a little “Norwegian naming practices 101” and
also throw in a little Norwegian history, since it directly affected both Johannes and
Loyd's mother, Brynhild's, early years and names.
Up until 1814, the Danish government had sovereignty over Norway and Sweden. But
Denmark was on the wrong side during the Napoleanic wars, and in 1814 they lost
those two countries. Norway, however, was still under the rule of Sweden. That lasted
until 1905, when Norway and Sweden were on the brink of war with each other, and
Sweden finally capitulated and released Norway. Norway then elected its own king,
who happened to be Danish, in a sort of weird turn of events. From then on, Norway
has been its own sovereign nation. A couple of things happened from the mid-1800s to
about 1938, regarding the language and naming practices. Prior to mid-1800s, the
patronymic naming practice was generally used. Our name “Larsen” means the son of
Lars, for example. Females had the patronymic “datter” in their name rather than “sen.”
After the mid-1800s, farm names became widely used to differentiate people with the
same patronymic last names. That's where the name “Røren” came from – it was the
farm name where Johannes (John in America) was born and grew up. To further
confuse the issue, there was a movement to eliminate the Danish way of spelling and
naming things. The farm name “Røren” is in the Danish manner, and it became
changed to “Røyra,” which is what it's called today. One last change took place; there
was a spelling revolution in the late 1930s. For example, the norwegian word for “farm”
is now “gård.” It used to be “gaard.” The norwegian alphabet has 3 letters that English
doesn't have: ø, å, and æ. Norway also has two official languages – Bokmål and
Nynorsk. Going any further into that is way beyond the scope of this narrative, and
there's a lot written on this subject for anyone who is interested.
LOYD EDWIN LARSEN'S PARENTS
Loyd's father's American name is John Britton Larsen (1885–1968). He was born in
Røyra, Herøy, Møre Og Romsdal, Norway. This is the farm name, the parish, and the
county (Fylke in Norwegian). There is also a district within the “Fylke,” which is called
Sunnmøre. This farm was on a small island on the west coast, not far to the south from
the city of Ålesund. There were no bridges in those days, any traveling had to be done
by boat. It was a very poor farm, and the existence was at the subsistence level. He
was the 7th of 8 children, and the 5th son. They did some farming in the rocky coastal
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soil, and had a few animals, and fished. All 8 of the children lived
to adulthood and married. Some came to America, some stayed
in Norway.
Andreas (1870–1959) stayed and fathered 12 children
Nikolai (1872-?) stayed, no known children
Martin (1875–1944) came to America, no children
Gina (1877-?) stayed, no known children
Sofie (1880–1945) came to America, returned to Norway, 2
children
Rasofiel (1882–1969) came to America, 1 possibly 2 children
John (1885–1968) came to America, 2 children
Elias (1888-?) came to America, returned to Norway. No children
It was the custom to split farms among male children, or sometimes daughters when
they married, and the families would live a sort of communal existence. This was fine
during the early years, when land was plentiful and the population small, but that could
only go so far. John, being the 5th son in the late 1800s, found it impossible to even
consider having a piece of the farm. The alternatives were to move to one of the larger
cities and learn a trade, or to emigrate, usually to America. John did both – he took
carpenter's training in Ålesund and Bergen, and then brought his
trade and his tools to America. He arrived at the Port of Boston
on 10 June 1903, on the ship S.S. Ivernia, a few days shy of his
18th birthday. It appears that he traveled alone. The Ivernia,
The first of three ships of that name, was commissioned in 1900.
It became a troop ship in 1914. In 1917, it was torpedoed and
sunk by U-Boat 47 off Greece, with the loss of 121 lives.
John married Brynhild Embretsdatter Haugseth (1887–1968) on 3
June 1911, in Portland, Oregon. She was born on the other side of
Norway from John, in Burstuen Elvvål, Øvre Rendal, Hedmark Fylke,
which is near the Swedish border. This is one of the coldest and
snowiest places in the country. “Rendal” means “clean valley” in
Norwegian, and in those years it was quite a remote location. Her
father was born on a farm called “Gammelstu Haukset,” and that's
where the Haugseth name came from. She was the 7th of 10
children, and was half-sister to 3 others. These were:
Sigrid (1877-1923) stayed in Norway, 2 children
Goro (1878-?) stayed, one child
Berger (1879-1959) stayed, 4 children
Ingeborg (1881-1967) stayed, 1 child
Signy (1883-1952) came to America, 1 child
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Sæmund (1885-1921) stayed, no known marriage
Brynhild (1887-1968) came to America, 2 children
Dagny (1890-1941) came to America, 2 children
Elbjørg (1882-1969) came to America, 1 child
Peder (1893-1894) died in infancy
Half-sisters:
by unknown mother: Emma (1876-?)
By second wife, Rakel Andersen:
Petra (1896-1969) stayed, 4 children
Signe (1899-1991) stayed, 2 children
Brynhild arrived at Ellis Island, New York, on 16 May
1906, accompanied by her sister Dagny. This date was 2
days after Brynhild's 19th birthday, and Dagny was just 16
years old. Their ship was the S.S. Hellig Olav, which
departed from Kristiana (now Oslo). Neither of these
ships compare at all with the gigantic cruise ships of today
(2012). While they were far superior to the sailing vessels
of
earlier
immigrants,
the
living/sleeping/eating
arrangements were far from luxurious.
So John and Brynhild arrived in America three years apart from each other, from
opposite sides of Norway; John in 1903 and Brynhild in 1906. They apparently did not
know each other prior to emigrating. John's older brother Rasofiel preceded him. A
family story suggests that John went to New York after his arrival and lived with
Rasofiel, and was there at least a year, going to night school to learn English, and then
moved to Portland, Oregon. He and Rasofiel must have come to Oregon about the
same time, probably in 1904, since Rasofiel's daughter Clara is shown as being born in
Oregon on the 1910 census record, and was 5 years old in 1910. Both John and
Rasofiel were carpenters by trade, and at this time construction work was going on in
Portland in preparation of the Lewis and Clark Exposition that was held for four months
in 1905, and their trade would have been in high demand. In 1910 the Portland, Oregon
census shows both John and his brother Martin living with their older sister Sophie, who
had married Ole Walland. John Married Brynhild in June of 1911. They probably met at
a Norwegian language church. Loyd was born in April of 1912, and their second child,
Prudence, was born in September of 1914. In 1920 John's family is living on Northeast
18th Street in Portland, along with Brynhild's sister Dagny, and Dagny's two children,
Grace and Dora. Dagny had married Arne Ostensoe prior to 1911, but he died at the
age of 38 in 1917, leaving Dagny as a widow with two small children. The family
communities were very tight, and looked out for their own. Over a period of years, John
sponsored several relatives and brought them over from Norway, both his and
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Brynhild's relatives. The Portland Chapter of the Sons of Norway was formed in 1915,
and John was a charter member. (in 1987, Jerry became President of this same
Chapter.) Brynhild, along with her sisters Dagny and Signy, were original members of
the Daughters of Norway, which was created a few years later.
John quickly parlayed his carpentry skills
into a successful contracting business. A
book was printed in 1927, “Norske
Utvandrere
og
Foretsningdrivende”
(Norwegian Emigrants and Business
Leaders), which gave short biographies of
about 250 American immigrants who were
very successful following their arrival in
this country. The picture shown is from
that publication, showing several houses
that were built by John's contracting firm in
Portland's Alameda District. In 1945, he
built Sandy Crest Terrace, a first-of-the kind apartment complex made up of separate
multi-family units rather than one big building. This leads one to
wonder why he bought the Master Incubator Company in 1944,
when the post-war building boom would have just been starting.
In 1945 he was 60 years old, so Sandy Crest may have been his
last big contracting venture, and he could then semi-retire to do
the shop and fabrication work at the newly purchased firm, with
his son Loyd there to run the business.
One of our family mysteries occurred in March of 1919. John and
Brynhild entered into an agreement with a Bert Lootens, to trade
the Beaumont District 8-room house, with its furniture and
fixtures, for a ranch located in the Dry Lake Flat area in Crook
County, not far from Prineville, Oregon, along with 20 head of cattle, 14 horses, some
chickens, pigs, and farming implements and equipment. By July of that year they
realized they had been defrauded by Lootens about the ability to cultivate this land, and
also had been lied to about the proximity of a school for Loyd and Prudence. They filed
suit for the rescission of this transaction. They won the suit, but Lootens appealed, and
it went all the way to the Oregon Supreme Court. This took until January of 1922 to
reach a final settlement, which granted John and Brynhild the rescission they were
seeking and got their house back. [The full Supreme Court decision is included in the
accompanying CD]. The mystery, of course, is what on earth inspired them to pick up
and move to a remote ranch, with a post-war (WW I) construction boom starting? Was
it a combination of things? They had just lived through the scary time of World War I,
even though Norway was neutral and was not occupied, as it was in WW II. They had
many relatives still living in Norway, and their thoughts may have been drawn to the
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farm lives that they left and perhaps missed. It is probable that as soon as they filed
suit in July of 1919 that they moved back to Portland and John would have picked up on
his contracting business, and lived somewhere until they could get the big house on
N.E. 42nd back. The 1920 census show them living on N.E. 18th Street, and 1930 show
them at the Hawthorne Blvd. Address, so it's not clear how things progressed regarding
the reclaiming of the 42nd Street home. To complicate things further, Portland went
through a major street name and house number sets of changes in 1931.
John's Declaration of Intention to Naturalize was submitted in March of 1907 when he
was 21 years old. The description states that he is white; complexion – sandy, hair –
sandy, eyes – blue, 5 ft 9-1/2 inches tall, and 145 pounds, with no distinctive marks. His
naturalization was finalized in 1913. He registered for the draft in September, 1918, just
as the war was ending, which it officially did in November 1918, so he was never called
to serve.
In 1924, John, Brynhild, Loyd and Pru made their
one and only trip to Norway. It was a fairly
extended trip, by cruise ship, with lots of time to
see all the relatives. None of them made another
trip. Loyd remembered it well, he was 12 years old
at the time, and told about reading by the twilight at
midnight, and of a goat eating the grass off of the
roof.
The war years of 1940 – 1945 were particularly
tough for both of them, since they had family in
occupied Norway, and communications were few
and far between.
When he was relaxing, John smoked a pipe – and
had a full rack of them at home. When working, he
had a dead Roi-Tan stogie sticking out of his
mouth, which occasionally he'd light up. Brynhild
was a marvelous baker, and the house was often
redolent of fattigman, krumkake, rosetter, bread with cardamom seed, and all manner of
delicious Norwegian pastries.
John was vigorous up to the end of his days. Brynhild, however, succumbed to severe
dementia, which progressed gradually until she got to the point that John couldn't care
for her any more. She was moved into an assisted care facility near the location of the
Master Supply Corporation shop and office. A trailer home was brought in for John and
placed on the company's property, where he lived for the duration and could walk to the
nursing home to visit her. He had a major stroke early in 1968, from which he didn't
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recover, and died in March of that year. Brynhild lingered for another 8 months, and
died in October. They are buried side by side at Skyline Cemetery in Portland. When
they died, they had been married for 57 years.
JOHN BRITTON LARSEN'S ANCESTORS
A “bygdebok” (plural, bygdebøker) is a book or series of volumes that are unique to
Norway. They provide an immense amount of genealogical information about the
people in a particular community, oftentimes a specific parish. These bygdebøker have
been created for many of the communities throughout Norway, with the information
having been gleaned mostly from church and land records. The format used in their
creation is to provide the timeline history of particular farms, or “gårder.” So in order to
track the genealogy of individuals, one must follow a thread from farm to farm. John
Larsen's parish where he was born and grew up is Herøy. The bygdebok is a 3-volume
set entitled “Herøyboka, Gardar og Folk.” or “The book of Herøy Parish, Farms and
People.” The word for island is øy, or øya, so many place names have that as a suffix.
The full name of John's father is Lars Andreas Kornelius
Pederson Storøy (1849-1933). His mother's name is Johanne
Andrea Rasmine Eliasdatter Voldsund (1849-1940). The
people in this community liked to “latinate” the names, and
besides using the patronymic, also appended the farm name
from where they were born and/or grew up. Lars was the 5 th and
last son of his father, Peder Andreas Knutson Rafteset (18121867) and mother, Anne Helene Jonsdatter Aurvåglid (18131889). Lars' eldest brother, Johannes, got
the farm in 1862, when he was 28. At this
time Lars was 13 years old. In 1870, when
Lars was 21, he left the Storøy farm and
apparently purchased a nearby farm, or a
portion of it, called Røyra. It became called
“Øvregård / Larsplassen.” Øvregård means “upper farm” so
perhaps he only purchased a piece of a larger farm. The notes of
sale indicate that he bought it from a Johannes Horvei. Lars built
a house and a barn, and the house was later rebuilt. All 8 of their
children were born here, and he finally released the operation of
the farm in 1931, which is 61 years after he and Johanne took it
over. He lived to age 84, dying in 1933. Johanne lived to age 91,
dying in 1940, just as the Germans were occupying Norway.
From the Herøy Bygdebok, we see that Lars' paternal lineage goes back 4 more
generations to a Knut Pederson and Kari Olsdatter, who were born about 1690.
Several other ancestors of the same generation are also listed. They all lived and died
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on nearby farms either in this parish or nearby parishes, and there is nothing significant
about their lives that is recorded.
Similarly, Johanne's ancestry goes back for 3 more generations, to an Elling
Jokumson Brungot, born in 1741 in Ørsta, Norway, and his wife Inger. With the lack
of significant events in the records, we can only assume that they led similar lives to
Lars and Johanne, very hardy souls who did subsistance farming and fishing.
[On the accompanying CD, complete narrative ancestries show names, places and
dates for all of Lars and Johanne's ancestry, as is the case for others that are included
in this book. A page in the appendix shows the information that is contained in the CD.]
BRYNHILD EMBRETSDATTER HAUGSETH LARSEN'S ANCESTRY
The bygdebok for Brynhild's community is more extensive, with more narrative, and
further generational data available. It's title is “Øvre Rendalen, Gårdenes og Slektenes
Historie.” This means, “Upper Rendalen (clean or plain valley), Farm and Family
History.” There are two Rendalens: Øvre (Upper) and Ytre (Outer). There is another
bygdebok that covers Ytre Rendal. According to cousins who live there, Rendalen has
some of the most snowy winters and coldest temperatures in Norway, at least in the
southern half of the country. Rendalen is located on the eastern side of the country,
near the Swedish border, and as the name implies, in a valley between forested
mountain ranges. Before the automobile, it would have been a very remote location.
Very few marriages took place that involved one of the
partners to be from outside the valley. Therefore, there
were lots of marriages between cousins of varying
degrees, quite a few first and second cousins.
Brynhild's father was Embret Bergersen Haugseth
(1855-1931).
He married Pernille Simensdatter
Veststu Elvvål (1853-1893). She barely lived to see her
40th birthday. In the 16 years between 1877 and 1893,
they had 10 children, with Brynhild being the 7th.
Pernille probably died as a result of childbirth. Her 10th
child Peder was born 29 November 1893, and Pernille
died 5 days later, on 4 December. Peder lived only 2
months, and he was the only child of their 10 who did not live to adulthood. She spent
nearly all of her adult life pregnant. Embret then married Rakel Elizabeth Andersen, who
was from Elsfjørd, Nordland, Norway. She was from the northern part of Norway, and
they were married in 1899 in Oslo. There were two children, Petra (1896-1969) and
Signe (1899-1991). According to the bygdebok, Embret sold the farm in 1900, when he
was only 45 years old, and apparently moved to Oslo.
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Embret must have been an interesting character, to say the least. In those days, people
didn't simply up and sell their farm – they turned them over to a son, often the eldest,
and then lived there the rest of their days. The 1900 Norwegian census shows Embret
living in Kristiania (Oslo) with a daughter Emma, and no other children of either marriage. Emma's birth was in 1876, three years before his marriage to Pernille Simensdatter. It is likely that he was never married to Emma's mother, no record has been found,
or maybe Pernille was the mother, and if so, why this daughter isn't in the Rendalen records would be a mystery. His occupation in this census is shown as bryggearbeider
(dock worker). His third (or possibly second) wife, Rakel, is not listed in the census.
The bygdebok shows him as the owner of the farm (Burstuen Elvvål) in Rendalen until
1900, seven years after his wife Pernille died, when he sold it. According to our cousin
Sæmund Nygård, he ran the farm into the ground, went bankrupt, and had to sell it.
Also according to Sæmund, the Øvre Rendal church records have been searched, and
no record of a daughter Emma has been found. He apparently was a very irresponsible
person. His daughter Signe related that Embret and Rakel did not live together. Both
Signe and her sister Petra were born in Nordland, and Embret did not live there. In
1900, Embret and Emma lived at Rødfyldgade 40, Kristiana, Norway.
Embret's father was Berger Embretsen (1835-1913).
Here we see how the patronymic naming convention
can lead to confusion; Embret Bergersen's father was
Berger Embretsen, whose father was Embret Bergersen. Our Embret had a son Berger Embretsen. So
there were 4 people in sequence of birth whose names
were either Embret Bergersen or Berger Embretsen.
Embret's mother was Siri Mathisdatter RomundstadUndset (1833-1911).
Berger's father, Embret (sometimes called Engebreth) Bergersen Gammelstu Haukset
(1784-1860) was in the war from 1806 to 1814). Denmark-Norway’s attempt to remain neutral in the struggle between France
and England and their respective allies early in the 19th century
came to an end after England’s preemptive naval actions of 1807,
in which the entire Danish fleet was taken. The continental blockade of England that followed, which was against Danish interests,
was a catastrophe for Norway. Fish and timber exports were
stopped, as well as grain imports from Denmark. The consequences were isolation, economic crisis, and hunger. In 1810–
13 England consented to some relaxation of its counterblockade
against Norway. Our ancestor Embret would have been in the
thick of this. He was betrothed to a Berit Halvorsdatter, but in his absence, in 1808, she
had a child by him, Magnhild. She later married someone else, and Embret married Siri
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Olsdatter Ustu Haukset (1797-1879) in 1832. Embret was nicknamed “elgskytter” moose shooter (not elk - “elg” means “moose” in Norwegian.) Several of these lines go
back 5 or 6 more generations, to the early and mid-1600s, all living in the same community of Rendalen.
Siri Mathisdatter's parents were Mathis Eriksen Søndre Romunstad (1809-1890) and
Siri Olsdatter Nordistu Undset (1815-1897) not to be confused with Siri Olsdatter
Ustu Haukset. Isn't it fun to try to sort through the patronymic names? These are some
of the oldest pictures from the Rendalen Bygdebok. Mathis got the
farm of Søndre Romunstad from his father,
Erik Eriksen Nystu (1774-1856) in 1847 and
ran it until 1879, when he passed it on to his
son Ola Mathissen, who it turn passed it on to
his son, Mathis Olsen. This carried the farm
into the 20th century within the same family
ownership. Erik Eriksen, Mathis' father, was
a schoolteacher.

Pernille's parents were Simen Pedersen Veststu
Elvvål (1817-1893) and Goro Olsdatter Nordistu
Undset (1817-1903). There was a first Pernille,
born in 1847, who died in infancy. In 1853 our
Pernille was born. She was the 5th child of 6, all of
whom were girls. When Simen died, the farm was
sold, since there were no boys to inherit it. Both
Simen and Goro were born in 1817. Simen died in
1893, age 76, and Goro in 1903, age 86. The
picture shows Simen, Goro, and all of their living
daughters. Pernille is the one farthest to the left.
The Rendalen bygdebok carries many of these
ancestral lines back many generations, to the late
1500s and early 1600s. Prior to that, church
records did not exist, and so far no connection to
royalty has been discovered, which was about the
only way that any pre-1500s documentation would
exist. Undoubtedly there are viking ancestors, but
nothing discovered that we can claim.
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THE RENDALEN WITCH

E

veryone in America has some familiarity with the Salem witch trials that we had in
this country in 1692 and '93. Europe also had these trials, which lasted on and off
from 1420 to about 1750. Norway, with a population of about 400,000 in 1600, had 307
documented executions from 1570 to 1695. Many of these occurred in the far northland
of the country, in Vardø, Finnmark, where the Sami people had long been considered to
have occult powers, and were not Christians. Rendalen had its trials in 1670 and 1671,
which was toward the last period when they occurred.
This was called the
“hekseprosessene” in Norwegian, and the acts of sorcery or witchcraft were called
“trolldom,” committed by a “trollkvine” (woman) or “trollmann” (man). A new law was put
into effect in the Denmark-Norway Kingdom about 1620, a law concerning sorcery and
witchcraft. The enacting of this law really triggered the mass paranoia throughout
Norway that resulted in the witch trials. In Salem, they mostly hung the convicted
witches, or pressed them to death with stones. In Europe, including Norway, they burnt
them to death. In Germany there were over 25,000 executions. At least in Norway it
was limited to just over 300.

In the prior chapter, we mentioned Siri Olsdatter (1797-1879). It is an extention back
several generations from her, that we find our own personal witch. Her name is
Ragnhild Nordset (about 1590 – 1671 or 72). Ragnhild is Jerry's 9th Great
Grandmother.
There is narrative in the Rendalen Bygdebok that describes the
circumstances surrounding the accusations made against
Ragnhild, associated with the farms of Nordset and Bolstad.
There also is a little information on-line in a couple of different
websites. A play has been written about it: “The Witches of
Rendalen” by Stein Balstad, that was published in 1996. It has
been translated into English by Maxine Bolstad Rocklitz. [The
full play is included in PDF format on the accompanying CD.]
Besides old Ragnhild, the person who officiated at her trial is
Kapellen (Minister) Simon Pofvelsen (? - 1697), who is
Jerry's 7th Great Grandfather. There is some inconsistency
between the play and the bygdebok. The play has a happy
ending – Ragnhild is ultimately released. The other available
information, however, indicates that she was executed. Here's
the story in brief: A man named Birger Nordset had at least 5
children, 4 of whom were boys, Paal, Berger, Jens and Haagen.
Haagen, Paal and Jens came from Nordset to Bolstad. All
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three must have been born in the years 1580 – 90. Haagen and Jens each operated
half of the Bolstad farm. Both Berger (who stayed at Nordset) and Jens were in love
with Ragnhild. She chose Berger. Jens went into a deep depression, and appears to
have killed himself in the 1630s. He does not appear in any records after 1633, so the
assumption is that he did away with himself at that time. The accusations against
Ragnhild state that she “bewitched” Jens, causing him to commit suicide. The play
goes into a lot of interesting detail about the events leading up to her trial, including
lengthy prison times for Ragnhild. Several of the other characters in the play are named
in the bygdebok, and the overall context of the play seems to be consistent with the era
and the personages.
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THE SWEDES

N

ellie Marie Larson (1877-1966) was the 5th child of 10.
She was born Papanui, New Zealand, which is near
Christchurch on the South Island. How a person who is 100%
Swedish came to be born in New Zealand is an incredible
story, which will be recounted later in this narrative. Nellie's
siblings are:

Elida (1864-1904) born in Sweden (half-sister – see narrative
below)
Sigrid Louise (1871-1944) born in Sweden
Hulda (1872-1948) born in Sweden
Alfreda Marina Oceana (1874-1904) born on board a ship
bound for New Zealand
Nellie Marie (1877-1966) born in New Zealand
Amy (1879-1923) born in New Zealand
William Harmon (1882-1919) born in New Zealand
Oscar Alfred (1884-1885) born in New Zealand
Mabel (1886-1964) born in Utah
Minnie Aurora (1889-1972)
They also raised a Foster Child, Serepta (Seppie) Barber
The only two boys died young, one in infancy, and the
other in a tragic accident while working a night shift in a
sugar factory, where he was pulled into the machinery. He
was only 37 years old, and had a wife, Margaret Ellen
Sharp, and 5 children.
Nellie's father was Ola Larson (1846-1935). He was born
at Viby, Kristianstad, Sweden, the youngest of 8 children.
His parents were Lars Pehrsson (1806-1847) and
Svenborg Jonsson (1807-1879). Ola's siblings were:
Pehr (1831-?)
Jons (1833-1909)
Swen (1835-1913)
Boel (1837-1838)
Boel (1839-1844)
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Sissa (1841-1914)
Boel (1844-?)
Ola (1846-1935)
The ancestry of Ola goes back about 4 generations to the late
1600s.
The Swedes used a similar patronymic naming
convention as the Norwegians. The older records, however,
generally use the suffix “sson” rather than “sen.” Of Ola's
siblings, only he used the spelling Larson; the others used
Larsson. Ola wrote a journal of his life, with the last entries
being made in 1927, when he was 81 years old.
[A
transcription of the complete journal is on the CD].
Nellie's mother was Johanna Nilsson (1843-1914). Her
parents were Nils Christensson (1814-1897) and Sissa
Mortensson (1812-1880). Ola, Johanna, and their parents
were all born in the southern part of Sweden. Johanna's
siblings:
Nils Petter Nilsson (1840-?)
Nils Nilsson Roseman (1841-?)
Johanna Nilsson (1843-1914)
Magnus Nilsson Cederman (1846-1923)
Carl Nilsson Hillman (1849-1914)
Jons Nilsson (1851-?)
Anna Nilsson (1854-?)
All were born Nilsson, but 3 of the boys changed their last
names to Roseman, Cederman and Hillman. Why they did
this, no one living seems to know. When Jons moved to
New Zealand, he changed his name to Nelson – But a living
descendant of Jons, Ross Nilsson, who currently lives in
New Zealand, changed his back to the original Nilsson.
Ola, Johanna and the 4 oldest children, along with several
relatives, left on 4 July 1874 on a 16-week sailing voyage,
emigrating to New Zealand. Ola had previously received a
letter from a friend, who encouraged him to go there. An
excerpt from Ola's journal follows:
“This was a new country and great inducement for a man of my
trade, so I concluded to sell out and go there. I made all my
arrangements, sold out all I had. It grieved me most to sell my books as I had a fine selection of
them, about a whole wagonload of them, but they had to go - they were too heavy to take along.
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After the sale I went to Kopenhagen to buy my tickets. About that
time I had worked up an interest amongst my friends to go with
me. We were ten in number there had made us ready (?). Most
of them were relations to my wife. Two of her brothers, one of
them was married; two of her cousins, both single men, and one
single girl no relation. The whole company consisted of myself,
wife and three children [Elida, Louise and Hulda], my brother-inlaw Magnus Cederman, wife Gunilda and two children; also my
brother-in-law Jons Nelson and cousins to my wife Bengt & Nils
Hanson and a young lady Benta (no relation), supposed to be wife
to Jons Nelson but it never came off. At this time the English government settled New Zealand and they paid part of the fare. I
bought tickets for the whole company and returned to Helsingborg
and called on my brother Jons when I went home. He was living
outside of town. I told him my intention. He tried to prevent me
from going. (He was at that time quite wealthy.) He offered me if I
would stop and not go he would replace all my furniture with new
ones, and start me in business but I had made up my mind and
nothing could stop me. My brother at last cried. This I never saw
him do before. But still he could not convince me to stop. I had
made up my mind and nothing less than the other end of the globe
would satisfy me. But the greatest of my trials was not at an end
yet in Sweden. Some of the friends of my wife tried to influence
her not to go with me. This was a great trial to me, but she soon
consented to go. Her friends told her that I was crazy to go so far
away and told her she would never live to see New Zealand. But
Sunday morning June 21st 1874 about 3 o'clock we left Swedberg, the birthplace of my wife, and said goodby to all our friends
and my wife's mother. My father-in-law followed us to Kopenhagen and also one of my wife's brothers and a number of other
friends. My brother came with two teams to take us to town
[Helsingborg]. We arrived in Helsingborg about 6 o'clock. My
mother, sister, brother Swen and family and also brother Jons'
family and a great number of relations and friends to the whole
company were there shedding tears and bidding us all farewell. This was the last time I saw my
mother and any of my relations when writing this (in 1894) but I hope I shall yet see some of
them.

The sailing ship they took to New Zealand was the Gutenberg,
a 654 ton iron clipper-built sailing ship. The picture on the right
shows a ship that would have been similar to the Gutenberg,
but slightly larger (about 800 tons.) The voyage took about 16
weeks. They departed from Hamburg, Germany on 4 July
1874, and arrived in Lyttelton, New Zealand, 25 October 1874.
[Additional narrative information about the ship, and the
passenger list, is contained on the CD]. It was reported that
during the voyage there were 2 deaths and 1 birth. That 1
birth was to Ola and Johanna - Their 4 th child. Alfreda Marina Oceana Larson was born
8 September 1874, while the ship was sailing around the Cape of Good Hope, off the
southern tip of Africa. Since the voyage started in early July, Johanna would have been
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seven months pregnant when they left. It's hard to envision
their motivation to embark on such a venture with those
circumstances, since they must have known for sure that
she would give birth while en route. Her father named her
Alfreda, the doctor named her Marina, and the Captain
named her Oceana. Here they were in New Zealand, with
a brand new baby and 3 other young children; none of
them spoke or understood a word of English, and they had
no money. How they managed is explained in detail in
Ola's journal. Their home in Papanui is shown in the
picture to the right. You can see a display of Ola's basketweaving work hanging on the
front wall.
Ola, Johanna and daughter Elida were baptized into the Mormon faith in October, 1878,
almost exactly 4 years after arriving in New Zealand. Then the persecution started.
They were mobbed and had to be rescued by the police, and Ola got fired because he
had joined the LDS Church. They lost nearly all their belongings at one point, but Ola
managed to finally get some landscaping work, created his own business, and got back
to somewhat of a normal existence. This business involved basket weaving and
furniture caning, and he had quite a bit of success for the next 7 years.
On the 21st of July, 1885, he once again packed up his family,
now with 6 children (his journal says 5 -?), and boarded the
steamer Zealandia, and headed for Utah, via Hawaii and San
Francisco. This decision was based on wishing to join with
Latter Day Saints in their own community, even though they
had become very comfortable in New Zealand. This voyage
was a far cry from their earlier one, being on a “modern”
steamship rather than a sailing vessel. Ola mentions in the
journal that he details this trip, including their time in San
Francisco, in a “Day Book,” which hasn't been obtained by
the author. They arrived in Logan, Utah 21 August 1885. The remainder of his and his
family's life and experiences is covered in the subsequent chapter, “The Mormons.”
In reading Ola's journal, it is noteworthy that almost nothing is recounted about his wife
and family. It is Ola's personal journal, of course, but given what Johanna and the
children went through over the course of these years, particularly for Johanna, who
stood by him, one would think that her incredible contributions would be deserving of
more mention than is evident. In those Victorian times, it may be that a wife's sacrifices
were nothing more than what was expected.
Nellie was born Nannie Marie in 1877. When she was 2 or 3 years old, she would play
in her father's garden, and the boys, passing by the house on their way to school, would
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call out, “Hello, little Nannie-goat!” She
grew to hate this name, and so changed
her name to Nellie. Besides Nellie,
Amy, William and Oscar (who died in
infancy) were born in New Zealand.
Mabel and Minnie were born in Logan,
Utah. They took in a Foster Child,
Serepta (Seppie) Barber, and treated
her as their own.
Nellie's oldest sibling, a half-sister, was
Elida, who was born in 1864, 6 years
before Ola and Johanna were married.
When Johanna was 18 or 19, she met
and fell in love with a sailor – all we
have is the last name, “Nelson.” They
married, and had Elida. Soon after,
“Nelson” left on a sailing voyage (so the
family story goes) and did not return. Several years went by, and it was assumed he
was lost at sea, or else had purposely abandoned his wife and child, so Johanna
married Ola in 1870. At some point he did return, although there had been no
communication during the intervening years. How Johanna extricated herself from what
must have been a legal mess, we don't know, but she obviously stayed married to Ola
and had all the rest of the kids.
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THE MORMONS

W

hen Nellie and her family arrived in Logan, Utah in
1885, she was 8 years old. They had arrived in the
kind of LDS community that Ola had wished for. In 1901,
at age 24, she married Emory Remington Davenport
(1880-1966), who was born in Paradise, Utah. He was
21 years old when they married. He was the son of
Jeremiah Franklin Davenport (1853-1931) and Helen
Maria Badger Remington (1857-1929), both of whom
were born in Salt Lake City, Utah. Emory and all 12 of
his siblings have the middle name “Remington.” Emory's
eight Great Grandparents constitue four families and
eight family names that figure prominently in American,
Mormon and Utah history. These are:

Davenport – Hathaway
Crapo – Collins
Remington – Fuller
Badger – Chamberlain
These eight individuals who comprise Emory's great-grandparents are descended from
colonial immigrants. A database count of the ancestors who were born mostly in
England and emigrated to the colonies results in 252 individuals, all ancestors to these
8 people. This list is not complete, because some of these immigrants or their
descendants married people whose ancestry is not known. Several of these people
have noteworthy antecedents, such as the several people who came over on the
Mayflower or were Revolutionary War participants, which will be covered in later
chapters. But for now, in this chapter, we will discuss those 2 or 3 generations of
ancestors of Emory, and the experiences they had which parallel the Mormon
experience in traveling to, and arriving at, the Great Salt Lake, followed by Emory and
Nellie's life together leading up to the birth of Doris and her sisters and brother. These
four families, hailing from diverse places on America's east coast, all converged on Utah
shortly after Joseph Smith and Brigham Young led the original company of Saints to
Nauvoo, Illinois, then on to Winter Quarters Nebraska, and finally to their destination in
Utah.
First, in order to put these families' events into perspective, a brief timeline of the
Mormon experience:
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1820
1828-29
1830
1831
1831
1832-38
1839
1843

1844
1846
1847

1848

Joseph Smith has his “First Vision”
Joseph Smith translates the golden plates into the Book of Mormon
The first organized meeting of the LDS
Hundreds of Mormons move to Independence, Missouri
Joseph Smith and many followers establish a Church headquarters in
Kirtland, Ohio
Several location moves and persecutions of the Mormons force evacuation
from both Ohio (Kirtland) and Missouri (the town of Far West)
The Mormons move to Nauvoo, Illinois, and create a settlement
Nauvoo is the size of Chicago, with about 11,000 people. Many
revelations and practices are developed. Plural marriage becomes a
doctrine.
Joseph Smith and brother Hyrum are killed by a mob.
Thousands of Mormons leave Nauvoo on the “Great March West”
The Mormons spend the '46-'47 winter in Winter Quarters, Nebraska and
Council Bluffs, Ohio. Brigham Young and an advance party reach the Great
Salt Lake
Thousands of Mormons begin the multiple treks to Utah

Much of what follows was drawn from two books, both published in the early 1960s,
“Davenports in America” and “Remingtons of Utah.” Genealogy plays an important role
in the Mormon doctrines, and these books were a product of this importance. They
reflect countless hours of research and devotion over many years in their creation, by
some very dedicated cousins of those of us who are descended from the Davenport or
Remington lines. Full reference to these books is made in the appendix/bibliography.
DAVENPORT – HATHAWAY
Reverend Jeremiah Davenport (1771-1826) was born in Tiverton, Rhode Island. He
is the fifth generation in line from the original Thomas Davenport (abt 1615-1685) who
was born in England and died in Dorchester, Massachusetts. Several generations of
Davenports lived in Little Compton or Tiverton, Rhode Island. [The CD includes a list of
24 names of Davenports who are buried in the Little Compton Burying Ground.] More
on these original Davenports in a later chapter.
He was first married in 1796 to Anna Burroughs, daughter of Peleg Burroughs and
Kezia West. They had two children, Sarah and Mary Ann. Anna died in 1804. In 1806,
Jeremiah married Anna's sister, Esther. They also had two children, Peleg and
Clarissa. Esther died in 1811. In 1813, Jeremiah married for the third time, to Alice
Hathaway (1783-1830), daughter of Eleazer Hathaway and Alice Pope. They had 4
children together: Jeremiah (died at sea at 44 years of age), Edwin (died in infancy),
Captain John Pope Davenport (founded the whaling community of Davenport's Landing,
California) and finally our ancestor Edward Wilcox Davenport (1822-1904). Jeremiah
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died when Edward was 4 years old,
and Alice died 4 years after that, both
of consumption. Edward was cared for
by a spinster aunt, a sister of Alice.
He was apprenticed to a shoemaker at
age 12, and followed that trade all of
his life. He is described as “tall, dark
and very quiet, having a sweet, even
disposition.” In this picture, the only
one we have of him, he looks quite
fierce – somewhat like you might
picture the Russian Rasputin.
Edward's parents died in Massachusetts
before the Mormon Church had been established. His Aunt
Margaret Hathaway, in whose care he was placed, died in 1854.
At age 20, his Aunt set him up with a business of his own, which
would have been 1842. In 1848 he married Clarissa Danforth
Crapo (1828-1911), who joined the Church along with the rest
of her family when she was 17, in 1845. Edward's Aunt
disinherited him when he refused to renounce the Mormon faith,
which was significant, because she was wealthy. So Edward
must have joined the Church between 1842 and 1848, when he
married Clarissa.
The state of religion in America was in somewhat of a turmoil during the early- to-mid
1800s. Other movements, such as the Shaker religion, were being established, and it
was a time of difficult soul-searching for young people who sought a religious foundation
for themselves that they could trust and believe in. This time was called “The Second
Great Awakening,” and Wikipedia describes it:
The Second Great Awakening was a Christian revival movement during the early 19th
century in the United States. The movement began around 1790, had begun to gain
momentum by 1800, and was in decline by 1870. The Second Great Awakening
expressed Arminian theology, by which every person could be saved through revivals. It
enrolled millions of new members, and led to the formation of new denominations.
Many converts believed that the Awakening heralded a new millennial age. The Second
Great Awakening stimulated the establishment of many reform movements designed to
remedy the evils of society before the Second Coming of Jesus Christ.

It was in this environment that Joseph Smith started the Mormon Church, and in which
youngsters like Edward and Clarissa found themselves. Later in this chapter we will
explore Edward and Clarissa's, along with Emory's other two grandparent's,
experiences in moving westward with Joseph Smith and Brigham Young.
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CRAPO - COLLINS
Joseph George Crapo (1806-1886) is the only person among the eight families we are
describing now to have French ancestry. His Great-Great-Grandfather was a French
immigrant to America, and his interesting story will be related in a later chapter. The
name is pronounced “cray-poh,” not “crap-oh.” This is an americanization of the French
name Crapaud. He was Massachusetts born, like so many of our ancestors. He was
the third child of six that were born between 1803 and 1820. All but one lived to
adulthood and married. His father was Charles Crapo (1780-1862) and his mother was
Sarah Lucas (1782-1878). The ancestry of both Charles and Sarah figure hugely into
American history, and will be discussed in further chapters on the Revolutionary War
and Mayflower/Colonial ancestry.
In 1826, when he was 20 years old,
Joseph George married Mary Hicks
Collins (1809-1888) when she was only
16 years old. She was described as a
very pretty Irish girl, with sparkling blue
eyes and auburn curls. Their first child
was Clarissa, who married Edward Wilcox
Davenport in 1848.
Joseph greatly
disliked working on the farm and wanted
to buy a fishing boat and live off the sea.
Joseph's father Charles was unhappy
with both his choice of wives (perhaps
because Mary was Irish) and his desire to
leave the farm and fish for a living. A compromise was reached whereby Joseph would
stay on the farm for three years, until a younger brother was old enough to do the work,
and then Joseph could pursue his dream of obtaining a boat. About 1831 or 32, Joseph
and Mary left for Maine to earn the money for a boat. Clarissa (or Katie, as she was
called) remained behind under the care of her Crapo grandparents. In 1838, Joseph
and Mary returned to New Bedford as he had earned enough to buy his boat. For
seven years Joseph plied the fishing trade until he was caught in a storm that wrecked
his boat. A passing ship rescued him and carried him to France. The family thought he
was lost at sea, since it took him a year to earn enough to return.
In 1845 the whole family joined the Mormon Church, when Clarissa was 17. She met
Edward Wilcox when she was 19. He was working for the New Bedford Fire
Department, and they were married on her 20th birthday in 1848. the 1850 New Bedford
census shows Edward and Clarissa living in the same household as Joseph and Mary,
along with the other Crapo children that had been born: Harriet, Leonidas, Prince
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Albert, Marcus and Ezra. Their eleventh child, Lorenzo, wasn't born until 1852. Their
child Joseph S. was born in 1846 and died in 1848.
REMINGTON - FULLER
The foregoing includes the recent ancestry of two of Emory's grandparents, Edward
Wilcox Davenport and Clarissa Danforth Crapo. Next, we discuss the recent ancestry
of his other two grandparents, Jerome Napolean Remington and Lydia Ripley Badger.
Joseph Remington (1780-1846) was the second child and first son of David
Remington (1744-1807) and Sybil (abt 1752-1831). He was born in Chesterfield, New
Hampshire. We don't have any information on Sybil's parents, or her maiden name.
Joseph is described as “a restless farmer and sawmill operator, who seems to have
stayed in one place for only a few years at a time.” He married Sarah Fuller (17911847) about 1807, in Whitehall, New York. Sarah was the first child of five born to
Robert Fuller (abt 1755-1825) and Jerusha Brundidge, and was born in Whitehall,
New York. Joseph and Sarah had five children, born in several places in New York,
Pennsylvania and Vermont, between the years 1809 and 1827.
Jerome Napoleon Remington (1819-1877) was born in Big White
Spring (or Rush, or Genesee County, depending on which of his
versions you read) New York. When he was 14, he and some
friends went swimming after eating green apples. He developed
asthma (called phthisic in those days) and never again enjoyed
good health. The author, Jerome Larsen, was named after him.
(At least he didn't get saddled with the name “Napoleon”). In those
years, Napoleon Bonaparte's name was used quite frequently in
naming male children.
Jerome and his father Joseph were baptised into the LDS Church
in March of 1838. This was only 8 years after the founding of the
Church, so they were among the very first to join. In 1839, there
was a major move of Mormons to Nauvoo, Illinois. The distance
from Venango, Pennsylvania, where the Remingtons were living at the time, to Nauvoo
is about 700 miles. The Remingtons moved there by 1842, and lived there during the
tumultous years until 1846. As mentioned earlier, “plural marriage” (polygamy) became
a doctrine in 1843. Brigham Young had 51 wives, and 56 children by 16 of those wives.
This practice was exercised by a very small percentage of the men; basically, the very
wealthy Church heierarchy. All of our ancestors were far too poor to engage in it. We
came close, though. Emory's mother, Helen Remington, was being considered by the
local bishop in 1857 to become one of his plural wives. She avoided this by marrying
Jeremiah Franklin Davenport when she was only 16, probably younger than she had
intended.
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A brief history of Nauvoo follows, taken from Nauvoo.net:
In 1839 Joseph Smith and his followers, the Mormons, settled in this area after they
were forced out of Missouri by religious persecution. The Mormons were granted a very
liberal charter for their city which they named Nauvoo. Within three years Nauvoo was
one of the largest cities in Illinois and the tenth largest in the United States. Nauvoo
was famous for its beautiful homes, its many fine shops and its magnificent Temple on
the bluff overlooking the city and the river. Soon internal dissention, religious
antagonism and the fear of the political power of the Mormons exploded into a fury. In
1844 Joseph Smith and his brother were assassinated and the Mormons were forced to
evacuate the city in 1846. The burning of the Temple in 1846 was the last recorded act
of anti-Mormonism.

BADGER - CHAMBERLAIN
Now we will turn to the woman who Jerome was to marry, Lydia
Ripley Badger (1831-1906). Lydia was the third of three
children, and was 6 years younger than her next older brother. A
year after Lydia was born, her parents, John Badger (18001840) and Lydia Chamberlain (1798-1844) joined the LDS
Church in 1832, two of the very first people to join. From then
on, their story parallels the story of the Church. They moved to
Kirtland, Ohio in 1836 or 1837, and then to Far West, Missouri,
where she and her family endured the persecutions. They then
moved to Nauvoo, Illinois along
with the other expelled Mormons, and finally across the
Mississippi River to Lee County, Iowa. It was in
Ambrosia, Lee County, that her father John died in 1840
at age 40 of “lung fever.” Her mother Lydia died in 1844
in Nauvoo, leaving her an orphan at age 13. Her mother
was only 46 when she died. Lydia's older brothers,
Rodney (b. 1824) and John (b. 1825) were as yet
unmarried, so the three orphans set up their own
housekeeping, or possibly moved in with an uncle,
Ephraim Badger. In early 1846, the Badger clan left the
Nauvoo/Lee County area during the early exodus of the
Mormons to Winter Quarters, Nebraska.
It should be noted that the persecutions that occurred in these various communities
were severe, involving militia action and destruction of property, arrests, and jailing of
the leaders. It wasn't just a “shunning” series of episodes – the Mormons many times
were in fear of their lives. All of Emory's ancestors of this generation were originally
from New York or New England. From the records we have, which are quite complete,
we apparently have no ancestors that are from the southern part of America.
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THE EXODUS TO UTAH – JEROME AND LYDIA (BADGER) REMINGTON
Jerome was also soon to be an orphan. The Remingtons traveled from Nauvoo to
Council Bluffs, Iowa and Winter Quarters, Nebraska, which are right across the Missouri
River from each other, just north of where the Platte River joins the Missouri, and where
Omaha now stands. This was a trek of about 400 miles, and nothing like the
experience they were to have in the travel to Utah. Jerome's father Joseph died there
soon after they arrived, in 1846 or 1847. There was disease and pestilence rampant in
the Winter Quarters community in the summer and autumn of 1846. By December of
that year there were 3,483 Saints living there, and 334 were sick. Jerome's mother
Sarah died in July of 1847, so it can be assumed that they both succumbed to the
diseases that were so prevalent. Jerome was now alone; he was the last living
Remington who either had neither died nor left the Church and returned from whence
they had come. (Note: Members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latterday Saints, or
LDS and also called Mormons, use the term “saints” to describe themselves, and
“gentiles” to describe non-Mormons. They call each other “brother” and “sister” and
have a tremendously strong relationship, almost familial, with all of their fellow
Mormons. This is somewhat similar to the Amish, who call non-Amish people
“English”).
Lydia arrived at a location near Winter Quarters, Nebraska, in 1847, where her Uncle
Ephraim Badger had a home. He was then a Bishop, so his quarters would have
probably been much better than those who were virtually camping in rude log huts to
winter-over until they could begin the trek to the Great Salt Lake.
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Jerome and Lydia were married 22 January 1848 in Winter Quarters. Nine months and
4 days later, on 26 October of that year (they wasted no time!) their son Ernest was
born, but died the next day. Jerome and Lydia had traveled in the Spring of 1848 to
Missouri to try to obtain the wherewithal needed to outfit themselves for the forthcoming
trip to Utah; Ernest was born and died while they were in Weston, Missouri. Jerome's
asthma kicked in, however, and they were forced to return to Winter Quarters. Finally,
in the Spring of 1849, Jerome and his brother-in-law John Badger hired out as
freighters, traveling to Fort Hall, Idaho. That way he made enough money to send back
for Lydia, and he continued on to Salt Lake City, arriving there in the fall of 1849.
Lydia was able to buy a wagon and a team of oxen, and partnered with a family man
who couldn't afford such a purchase, so she and this family trekked to Salt Lake City,
arriving there in 1850.
There has been a lot written about the experience of the Saints in making the trek from
Winter Quarters to Salt Lake City. Jerome and Lydia didn't keep any records that we
know of, but their experiences were probably the same as others who did write about it.
Here's an excerpt from one write-up about the conditions:
The Saints used all kinds of wagons and carriages, but
mostly they used ordinary reinforced farm wagons, which
were about ten feet long, arched over by cloth or waterproof
canvas that could be closed at each end—almost never the
huge, lumbering Conestoga wagons beloved by Hollywood.
Because the wagons had to cross rivers, the bottoms were
usually caulked or covered with canvas so they would float.
While the ubiquitous white tops, or covered wagons, of the
era may not have been ideal for travel (they were uncomfortable to ride in, broke down, were slow and cumbersome),
they were the most efficient means of hauling goods. Families en route could live in, on, alongside, and under these animal-drawn mobile homes,
and at the end of the trail, they could become temporary homes until real houses could
be erected.
The pioneers used a variety of draft animals, especially horses, mules, and oxen. They
often preferred the latter when they were available, for oxen had great strength and
patience and were easy to keep; they did not balk at mud or quicksand, they required
no expensive and complicated harness, and Indians did not care to eat them, so
seldom stole them. (They could, however, be eaten by the pioneers in an emergency.)
The science of "oxteamology" consisted of little more than walking along the left side of
the lead oxen with a whip, prod, or goad, urging them on and guiding them, and was
considerably simpler than handling the reins of horses or mules. With gentle oxen,
widows with children could and did (with a little help, especially during the morning
yoking up) transport themselves and their possessions successfully all the way to the
valley of the Great Salt Lake.
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Along the trail, under normal conditions, the Mormons averaged 2 miles an hour, the
usual speed of an ox pulling a heavy wagon all day long.

[The accompanying CD includes scans of the narratives from “The Remingtons of Utah”
and “The Davenports in America” that go into quite a bit of detail about both of the
family's circumstances, largely drawn from memoirs and first-person knowledge of those
who were involved.]
THE EXODUS TO UTAH – EDWARD AND CLARISSA (CRAPO) DAVENPORT
The Davenports and Crapos did not follow the same path as the Remingtons; they did
not settle in Nauvoo and Winter Quarters, but rather left from their east coast homes.
They were somewhat later in traveling to Salt Lake City, but the conditions would have
been very similar.
In 1851, Clarissa's brother, Jonathan, was supposed to drive a wagon to Utah for a
friend. He injured his foot just before the company was due to leave, so Edward took
his place. He stayed in Utah, and prepared a place for Clarissa and their son Joseph
Crapo Davenport, who had been born in August of 1849. While Edward was in Utah
getting ready for his family, Clarissa worked in a factory for a year to get enough money
to have her goods transported across the plains. She finally had sufficient resources to
make the trip, so in 1852 she and their son made the trip. She had some harrowing
experiences along the way. Her toddler son, which she had to carry much of the way,
caught cholera about 6 weeks into the trip. For all intents and purposes he appeared
dead, and the captain wanted to bury him. Clarissa refused, and within a few hours he
had revived. She almost lost him again to the indians. They first tried to buy him, and
then to steal him while Clarissa was distracted. She once became lost, and was about
two miles away and walking in the wrong direction when she was spotted by one of the
party on horseback and returned to the camp.
Edward knew she was on her way, and about when to expect her arrival. Late in the
summer of 1852 he took some provisions and with some other men who were expecting
family, went to meet her. Edward had built a little cabin, and so on their arrival in Salt
Lake City they commenced to set up housekeeping.
A year later, in 1853, Joseph George, Mary and their entire family also went to Utah.
Their party included 8 people, 4 wagons, 3 horses and 18 cattle. They arrived in
September, 1853 and settled in Draper, a few miles south of Salt Lake City.
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LIFE IN UTAH
We now have all of Doris' direct ancestors in Utah, along with a number of aunts, uncles
and cousins. Here is a recap of those people, and when they arrived:
Jerome Napoleon and Lydia Badger Remington, Doris' paternal great grandparents,
survived the various perils of Kirtland, Nauvoo and Winter Quarters, and arrived in Salt
Lake City in 1849 and 1850. Jerome came the year before Lydia, and Lydia came in
1850 with her Badger relatives.
Edward Wilcox and Clarissa Danforth Crapo, Doris' other paternal great grandparents,
followed the Remingtons by a couple of years. Edward came without Clarissa in 1851.
Clarissa came in 1852, with their toddler son.
Joseph George and Mary Hicks Collins Crapo, Doris' great-great grandparents and
Clarissa's parents, came a year later, in 1853, along with the rest of their family.
Ola and Johanna Nilsson Larson, Doris' maternal grandparents, and her mother, Nellie
came from Sweden via New Zealand, and arrived in Logan, Utah, in 1885, and it was of
course well-settled by then.
The Bible says, “be fruitful and multiply,” and the Mormons have other variations on the
same theme. Our ancestors were obviously complete believers in this doctrine, and did
their best to follow it to the maximum extent that they were physically able. Doris once
made an actual count of her relatives, and determined that she had 83 FIRST cousins.
In the chapter on The Swedes, there were listed the 9 children of Ola and Johanna
Larson, Nellie's siblings, plus a half-sister. Here's another listing of them, showing the
numbers of children each of them had:
Sigrid (born 1871)
Hulda (1872)
Alfreda (1874)
Nellie (1877)
Amy (1879)
William (1882)
Oscar (1884)
Mabel (1886)
Minnie (1889
Elida (½ sister) (1864)

9
2
4
6
4
5
died in infancy
6
4
8
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Joseph George and Mary Collins Crapo had 11 children, including Clarissa, who
married Edward Wilcox Davenport. Since they all came to Utah, and were part of the
overall exodus of our relatives, they are listed here:
Clarissa (1828-1911)
Jonathan (1830-1911)
George (abt 1832-?)
Eliza (1833-?)
Harriet (1835-1919)
Leonidus (1838-1929)
*Prince Albert (1841-1927)
Marcus (1843-1854)
Joseph (1846-1848)
Ezra (abt 1847-abt 1859)
Lorenzo (1852-1886)
*The famous consort Prince Albert of England married Queen Victoria two years prior to
the Crapo's Prince Albert being born. What the attraction was we don't know, but there
must have been a real admiration of some sort. All of these children except for the last
one, Lorenzo, were born in Massachusetts. Apparently 6 of them made the trip (Harriet
through Ezra), with the first three having already left home. Lorenzo was born in
Council Bluffs, while the Crapo clan was on their way to Utah from Massachusetts.
Mary must have been pregnant when they left, and then with all the other children in
tow, they had a newborn infant to care for for the rest of the trip.
Helen Maria Badger Remington (1857-1929), who was to marry a son of Edward
Wilcox and Clarissa Davenport, was the sixth child of Jerome and Lydia Remington.
She was the mother of Emory, and Doris' grandmother. There were 12 children born to
Jerome and Lydia. Ernest was discussed in an earlier paragraph, who lived for only
one day. They also lost the last three. All of these 11 children following Ernest were
born in Utah, one about every 2 years. Lydia, in these primitive conditions, was
pregnant almost all the time from 1847 through 1867, age 17 to 37. She lived to be 75,
and was a widow for almost 30 years. Their children were:
Ernest (1848-1848)
Lydia (1851-1927)
Jerome (1852-1909)
Harriet (1854-1934)
Rodney (1856-1940)
Helen (1857-1929)
Joseph (1859-1899)
Nancy (1861-1903)
Marion (1863-1925)

7 children
12
10
8
13
3
1
8
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John (1865-1865)
Phoebe (1866-1866)
Laura (1867-1867)
Jeremiah Franklin Davenport (1853-1931) who married Helen Remington (above)
was the second child of Edward Wilcox and Clarissa Davenport. He went by “Frank” his
whole life, and will be referred to that way in this narrative to avoid confusion. His older
brother Joseph was born in New Bedford, Massachusetts and was the child that
Clarissa carried across the country. There were 10 children in all, born between 1849
and 1871. Two of them, James and Charles, died when they were about 2 years old.
Here they are, with their birth and death years, and numbers of children each had:
Joseph (1849-1894)
J. (Frank) (1853-1931)
John (1855-1935)
James (1857-1859)
William (1859-1927)
Mary Alice (1861-1937)
Marcus (1863-1937)
Agnes (1866-1951)
Charles (1868-1870
Warren (1871-1944)

11
13
8
2
10
2
9
9

[On the CD, there is a folder that contains Family Group Records for all of Jerry's direct
ancestral families back 6 generations, so all of these siblings of our directs are included
there, which show who their spouses are and other pertinent information.]
Here is the information on the children of Frank Davenport (1853-1931) and Helen
Remington (1857-1929) who were married November 1874 in Salt Lake City:
Helen (1875-1964)
Franklin (1878-1965)
Emory (1880-1966)
Marion (1881-1885)
Ona (1883-1959
Earl (1886-1971)
May (1888-1974)
Beryl (1889-1889)
Vernon (1892-1953)
Clarice (1894-1971)
Marie (1896-1990)
Lois (1897-1973)
Fay (1904-1970)

6 children
10
6
6
7
1
1
5
3
2
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In order to complete the picture, here's a recap of Ola and Johanna Larson's ten
children, who were contemporaries of Frank and Helen:
Sigrid (1871-1944)
Hulda (1872-1948)
Alfreda (1874-1904)
Nellie (1877-1966)
Amy (1879-1923)
William (1882-1919)
Oscar (1884-1885)
Mabel (1886-1964)
Minnie (1889-1972)

9
2
4
6
4
5
6
4

In order to provide a cohesive narrative of the Crapo, Remington and Davenport
families while in Utah, the following is in a sequential time-line order, starting with the
arrival of Jerome Remington in 1849, who was the first of our direct ancestors to arrive.
UTAH EXPERIENCE TIME LINE
1847, July

Brigham Young and the advance party arrive at the Great Salt Lake
and begin establishing the Mormon settlement.

1849, Fall

Jerome Remington arrives at Salt Lake City (SLC) and prepares for
the coming of his wife Lydia.

1850, August

New Bedford, MA census: Joseph Crapo (laborer), wife Mary,
Edward (dealer in shoes) and Clarissa Davenport, Harriet,
Leonidas, Prince A., Marcus M. And Ezra B.

1850

Lydia uses the funds that Jerome sent her, and partners with
another family, and arrives in SLC.

1851

Edward Wilcox Davenport arrives in SLC.

1852, late summer Clarissa Davenport arrives in SLC and joins her husband Edward.
1853, June

Jeremiah Franklin Davenport (Frank) born to Edward Wilcox and
Clarissa Crapo Davenport in SLC, the future husband of Helen
Remington.

1853, September

Joseph George and Mary Collins Crapo arrive in Utah with their
family and settle in Draper, south of SLC.
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1855

The so-called “locust plague.”

1855

Edward and Clarissa Davenport move to Draper to be near
Clarissa's parents, the Crapos.

1857, December

Helen Maria Remington, future wife of Jeremiah Franklin Davenport,
is born to Jerome and Lydia Remington in SLC.

1858, June

The Saints flee from the approach of Johnston's Army, part of the
so-called “Utah War” which pitted the Mormons against the U.S.
Government.

1858

Edward, Clarissa and family move to Camp Floyd, where Edward
could find enough shoemaking work to support the family.

1860

Edward, Clarissa and family move back to Draper.

1860, August

Draper, UT census: Edward W. Davenport (shoemaker), Clarissa,
Joseph, Jeremiah, John and Edward. Personal property value
$150. They are living next door to Jonathan and Emily Crapo,
Clarissa's brother and his wife.

1860, June

SLC, UT census: G V Remington (Jerome) (butcher), Lydia R,
Lydia E, Jerome E, Harriet A, Rodney B, Ellen M (Helen), Joseph F.
Real estate worth $1,000 and personal property of $300.

1860

Joseph Crapo and 3 companions seek a place to relocate, and go
north to the Cache Valley. They select a location, build a cabin,
return to Draper and collect their families. The place is then named
“Paradise.”

1860, Fall

Jerome and Lydia and family move to Paradise, Cache County, and
take up a 10 acre plot for home and farm.

1861, Summer

Joseph Crapo and partners build a saw mill which later prospered.

1862

Edward, Clarissa and family move to Paradise.

1868

The Old Paradise settlers are forced to move their entire town to
another site about 4 miles away, because of deteriorating relations
with the indians.
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1870, July

Paradise, UT census: Joseph Crapo (farmer), Mary H, Lorenzo S,
and a 20 year-old Indian women listed as a Domestic Servant. Real
estate value $500, personal property $100.

1870, July

Paradise, UT census: Edward Davenport (shoemaker), Claracy
(Clarissa), Jacob, Jeremiah, John, William, Mary, Marcus, Agnes,
Charles. Real estate $250, personal property $200.

1870, July

Paradise, UT census: Jerome Remington (farmer), Lydia, Jerome
E, Rodney, Ellen, Joseph, Roxana (Nancy), Marion. Real estate,
$400, personal property $150.

1870

Jerome becomes unable to work because of failing health.

1873, September

Clarissa and family join Edward in Brigham City. Edward buys a
house.

1874, November

Frank Davenport and Helen Remington are married in SLC, after
courting for 13 years.

1877

Edward, Clarissa and family move back to Paradise. Edward and
sons buy a saw mill, and start the Davenport Brothers Lumber
Company.

1877, December

Jerome dies in Paradise, at age 58.

1879, September

Lydia and most of her extended family move to White River, Uintah
County, after a 5-week journey.

1879-80

The “hard winter” in White River - 2 feet of snow and 40 below
temperatures.

1880, March

Lydia and extended family move to the Ouray Valley, near presentday Leota. Twenty-one people survive a blizzard in one cabin, 16
by 18 feet.

1880, May

Emory Davenport born to Frank and Helen Davenport in Paradise.

1880, June

Ogden, UT census: Joseph Crapo (farmer), Mary H, Lorenzo,
Cynthia (Lorenzo's wife), Claricy (Clarissa?), Lorenzo's daughter.
Living at 97 Main Street.
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1880, June

Paradise, UT census: Edwin W. Davenport (shoemaker), Clarissa,
John, William, Marcus, Mary, Agness, Warren. Appears to be in
same household: Jeremy F. Davenport (sawyer), Helen, Ella,
Franklin, William (this is an obvious error – it shows this son born in
May, which is when Emory was born.)

1880, Fall

Clarissa injures her back, which partially disables her the rest of her
life.

1881

Lydia and extended family move to Dry Fork.

1882

Lydia and family move to what is now Naples.

1882

Frank Davenport, his family and his brother move to St. Anthony,
Idaho, and establish the first sawmill there.

1883

Edward and family move to Egin Bench, now Parker, Idaho. They
then move to Monida, on the border of Idaho and Montana.

1885, August

Ola and Johanna Larson and family, including Nellie, the future wife
of Emory Davenport, arrive in Logan, Utah following their voyage
from New Zealand to San Francisco.

1886, September

Joseph George Crapo dies in Paradise, Utah.

1888, May

Clarissa visits and cares for her mother back in Paradise, who dies
that May. Edward has a disabling accident involving his right arm,
cannot continue his shoemaking trade.

1889 or 90

Frank Davenport and family move to Meacham, Oregon.

1891

Frank and his brothers Mark and Warren, incorporate the Davenport
Lumber Company in or near Hood River, Oregon.

[Nearly all of the Federal Census records for 1890 were destroyed in a fire. All available
census record images are contained on the accompanying CD, beginning in 1850,
which is the first census in which all family members are listed by name, through 1940,
which was released in April 2012. Census records are kept secret for 72 years
following enumeration.]
1899-1901

Ola Larson spends two years in Sweden as a missionary.

1900

Edward and Clarissa follow several of their children to Oregon.
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1901, December

Emory Davenport marries Nellie Larson in Logan, Utah.

1903, January

Ola Larson and family move to Collinston, Utah

1905, November

Ola and family move back to Logan.

1906, April

Ola and family move to Lehi, Utah.

1906, May

Lydia Remington dies in Vernal, Utah at age 75.

1909, Fall

Ola and family move back to Logan

1914, October

Johanna Larsen dies in Logan, Utah, at age 71

1915, June

Ola remarries to Mary Sharp.

1933, December

Mary Sharp Larson dies in Logan, Utah.

1935, November

Ola Larson dies in Logan, Utah, at age 89.

By this time, all of Doris' ancestors have either died or moved to Oregon. Doris' mother
Nellie's family mostly remained in Utah.

FRANK AND HELEN REMINGTON DAVENPORT
As noted in prior paragraphs, Emory, Doris' father, was the
3rd child of Frank and Helen Davenport. Frank and Helen had
13 children during the 29 year span between 1875 and 1904.
The first nine were born in either Utah or Idaho, before the
Davenports moved to Oregon. The last four, starting with
Clarice in 1894, were all born in Hood River, Oregon. Two of
the 13 did not live to adulthood. The 11 that did, produced 47
grandchildren, including the 6 that Emory and Nellie had.
Frank was the stuff of which legends are made. There has
been so much written about him and his life that with some
additional research and a bit of fictionalizing, a compelling
novel could be written about his life and times. The CD
includes scans of narratives that appear in the Davenport and Remington books, and
some of the newspaper articles that were written about him. The first paragraph of the
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Chapter in the Davenport book that covers Frank and Helen's descendants captures the
essence of him:
Jeremiah Franklin Davenport was a great man in both character and achievement. He
was an empire builder, maker of fortunes, tireless worker and sturdy pioneer of Idaho
and Oregon. He operated several large lumbering businesses in Idaho and Oregon,
employing many hundreds of workers over the years. He was the outstanding pioneer
of irrigation in Oregon's famed Hood River Valley, being responsible to a large degree
for ultimate development of that area into one of the most fabulous fruit producing
regions in America.

The Utah time line above shows the events in their lives
leading up to their move to Meacham, Oregon, in 1889 or
1890. At this point, Frank was 37, and Helen 33, and they
already had 8 children, 2 of whom had died young. About
1891, They moved to Hood River, Oregon, and with his
brothers Mark and Warren incorporated the Davenport
Brothers Lumber Company.
Not long after this, Frank had the vision to see the potential of
tapping the Hood River and bringing the water into the valley
using wooden flumes. He moved ahead with this venture,
which involved a considerable amount of negotiation, time
and effort with the local farmers and with those who owned the property through which
the flumes had to be constructed. He was given pledges and promises which
unfortunately were not kept once the construction was completed and the water flowing
into the valley. A heavy snow took out many of the flumes and foundations, and Frank
couldn't afford to fix them. He was forced to sell at a big loss, and he never recovered
from this. [This is vividly described in the Davenport book narrative on the CD].
About 1909 or 1910, Frank and the family began a series of moves around Oregon that
involved individual contracts, and the constructing of mills to provide lumber for specific
projects, such as furnishing railroad ties for a rail line from The Dalles to Dufur, or to
Deadwood, or to Spray, Oregon, then to the Forest Reserve near Heppner, to cut the
timbers needed for the highway along the John Day River. Doris was born to Emory
and Nellie when they were working one of Frank's mills near Bull Run, Oregon. Emory
worked on the equipment or in the lumber yard, while Nellie cooked for the logging
crews.
The mill near Heppner was his last one. It was 1920, Frank was 68 years old, and
showing the effects of his long, hardworking life. He then pioneered a new industry,
turkey raising. He had cataracts removed, but his blindness was progressive, and
seriously afflicted him in his last years. By 1926, he and Helen had moved to their son
Earl's home in Walla Walla Washington. Helen died there in March of 1929. They had
Page 44

planned to travel back to Utah for a visit, but
Helen died before they could manage that. For
the rest of his days Frank regretted not making
that trip with Helen.
The census reports for those decades after they
come to Oregon from Utah give evidence of their
moving:
1900 – Wasco, Oregon:
Frank, Helen, and nine children, plus James A.
Crapo (grandson of Joseph George) and a
servant girl, Nellie Miller. He is shown as a
Lumberman, and they own their home free and
clear of a mortgage.
1910 – Bull Run, Oregon:
Frank, Helen, seven children. He is a “miller” in a lumber mill. They are renting a farm.
This is where Doris was born in 1911.
1920 – Spray, Oregon:
Frank, Helen, and only one child, Fay, who was their last child to be born. Frank's sons
Ona and Vernon and their families are residing in the same household, with son Earl
and his family residing next door. Frank is described as a farmer, and the three sons
are all described as lumber mill laborers. This may be the time that Frank quit running
lumber mills and settled in to turkey raising; it shows him working “on his own account.”
1930 – Walla Walla, Washington:
Frank is now living with his son Earl, who is running a candy company. Helen has died
at this point, and Frank lived only through the next year.

EMORY AND NELLIE LARSON DAVENPORT
As described earlier, Emory was born in Paradise, Utah
in 1880. The picture on the left shows the house in
which his 2-years older brother Franklin was born, and
probably Emory. He went to school in Logan, and
during the summers worked on his father's lumber mills.
Nellie arrived from New Zealand in 1885, when she was
13 years old. Her family lived in Logan, and she went to
the Agricultural College there, and taught school for 3
years before she married Emory in 1901. The family
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story is that Emory was seeing (courting?) one of Nellie's
sisters, and at some point Nellie decided that she wanted
Emory for herself, and managed to make that happen.
There's no narrative about the sister's reaction, but things
probably were a little tense for awhile. Very soon after
they were married, they moved to Hood River. Their first
child, Helen, was born in Hood River, as were their
second and third, Edward and Margaret. The fourth child,
Virginia, was born in Bend in 1908, and then Doris, who
was born at Bull Run in 1911. Their sixth child, Jessica,
was born back in Hood River in 1914. Helen died at age 12 in 1914, and Edward died
in 1925 at age 21. The rest of the children lived to adulthood, and had children of their
own.
Emory's life and livelihood largely followed his father's –
he did not own lumbermills, but worked in the ones his
father ran. He moved with his parents, Frank and Helen,
to Oregon sometime prior to his marriage. The 1900
census shows him in Wasco County with his parents and
siblings. He must have returned briefly to Logan to marry
Nellie in 1901, after which they immediately came back
together to Oregon.
The 1910 census shows Emory and family in “Deschutes
Precinct” in Crook County, Oregon, and he is listed as a
farmer.
In 1920 the census shows Emory and family living at 808
13th Street in Hood River, where he is now listed as a clerk
in a lumber company.
In 1930 they are shown living at 1513 Taylor Street in Hood
River. Doris and Jessica are the two remaining children at
home. This time Emory is listed as a laborer in construction.
Doris is listed as a waitress in a restaurant, at age 18.
In 1940 they are still in Hood River, living at 505 May Street.
Emory, Nellie and Jessica constitute the household at this
point. He is listed as a city laborer, and earned $1,152 in
1939, having worked 51 weeks. They are renting this home
for $12/month.
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At some point between the 1940 census enumeration and 1945, they moved to a house
on Cascade Avenue, near the downtown area of Hood River.
They apparently moved to Bull Run shortly after the 1910
census was taken, because Doris was born there in
October of 1911. When Emory's father Frank stopped his
lumber business in Bull Run, and commenced turkey
farming, Emory and family must then have moved back to
Hood River, where they spent the remainder of their active
years. Emory worked for the City Health Department and
the Post Office. They died within about 6 weeks of each
other in early 1966 in Clatskanie, Oregon, where they had
been cared for by their daughter Margaret during the last
part of their lives.
Nellie wrote an interesting narrative in 1941 about some experiences from the time just
before Doris was born, and she must have been pregnant with Doris at the time. Here it
is:
About 31 years ago, or in the fall of 1910, we were living on a farm at Bull Run Oregon.
My Father-in-Law Frank Davenport owned a saw mill at Aims, about 3 miles from the
ranch. As there were a number of Latter Day Saints at the mill, he had built a rough
lumber building to be used as a church. Apostle Melvin Ballard, who was then
President of the Northwestern Stake Mission, came to Aims to dedicate this building for
a church. We were anxious to go to these services even though a forest fire was raging
around us in the hills, so my husband and I and four children started out in the hack, or
surrey, for the mill. Our youngest child Virginia – two years old – had been sick for
some time and we were anxious to have Pres. Ballard administer to her. The fire had
passed over the hills on both sides of the road, but the tree stumps were still burning
and some logs had fallen over the road in places, but we reached the Bull Run River
safely. To our great disappointment we found that the fire had burned the bridge and it
was gone. We did not want to turn back and finally decided to unhitch the horses and
ride them across the river. We did this and when we reached the meeting house Pres.
Ballard was singing “Silver Threads Among the Gold.” I was overcome with the
experience and dropped into a back seat and wept. When Pres. Ballard administered
to our baby, he promised her that she would grow to womanhood and raise a family.
She has 8 children and lives at La Grande. We did not get back to the ranch for three
days. /s/ Nellie Davenport

Oregon lost 192 million board feet of timber during 1910 fires and six lives were lost
battling forest fires that summer. No record exists of how many acres of eastern
Oregon forests were destryoed.
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Emory and Nellie had 6 children, 4 of whom lived to adulthood. They were:
Helen Larson Davenport (1902-1914) Born in Hood River. Helen died before her 12th
birthday. Her sister Doris said that she died of diabetes.
Edward Emory Davenport (1904-1925) Born in Hood River. Edward was only 20
when he died of a congenital heart problem that had not been previously recognized.
Margaret Davenport (1906-1990) Born in Hood River.
Margaret married married Earl Edwin Owen (1907-1994)
in Kelso, Washington, in 1940. They had one adopted
son, Michael, born in 1943. Earl owned a feed and seed
store in Astoria, Oregon and then had a nursery business
and lived in Gearhart, Oregon, and finally they moved to
Clatskanie, Oregon and bought the Clatskanie Motel,
which catered to seasonal millworkers at Wauna. Their
last residence was across the river in Longview,
Washington.
While in Clatskanie they cared for
Margaret's parents Emory and Nellie at the end of their
lives.
One adopted son:
Michael Earl Owen (1943- )

Virginia Elida Davenport (1908-1960) Born in Bend,
Oregon. Virginia almost didn't make it. She had a severe
case of rheumatic fever when she was very young, and was
left with a rheumatic heart disability. The family story is that
she was told that if she ever had children, each one would
take 10 years off her life. She had 12 children, and died
when she was 51. If that prognostication had been true, she
would have lived to be 171 years old! She married Elvin
Lee Carman in 1927 in Stevenson, Washington. He had a
body and fender shop in La Grande, Oregon, where they
spent most of their lives.
Twelve children, 10 of which lived to adulthood:
Paul Norvin Carman (1927-2005)
Beverly Ramona Carman (1929- )
Shirley Jean Carman (1931- )
Elvin Emory Carman (1932-1933)
Doris Colleen Carman (1934- )
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Joyce Annette Carman (1936- )
Sharon Virginia Carman (1937-2003)
Ronald Lawrence Carman (1939-2008)
Gary Owen Carman (1941- )
Donald Ray Carman (1943- )
Keith Lyle Carman (1945-1946)
Kathleen Susanne Carman (1949- )
Doris Ruth Davenport (1911-2007) Born in Bull Run, Oregon.
(see page 3)
Two sons:
Jerome Edward Larsen (1939- )
John Britton Larsen (1946- )
Jessica Johanna Davenport (1914-1957) Born in Hood
River. Jessica suffered from severe asthma all her life, and
she died in Portland at age 43. She was married in Portland
in 1942 to Arthur Clifford Olson. Art suffered from a disability
from serving in World War II (probably mustard gas), and died
of cancer in 1949 at age 37. Jessica and her son Douglas
lived with Emory and Nellie in the house on Cascade Avenue.
The upstairs of this house was made into a self-contained
apartment for them.
One son:
Douglas Stuart Olson (1945- )

Following are some reminiscenses by the author, Jerry Larsen, of his visits with his
grandparents, Emory and Nellie, during the late 1940s to the mid 1950s:
We traveled to Hood River from Portland at least 2 or 3 times a year – Thanksgiving,
Christmas, and usually a trip during the summer. In the '40s and early '50s the
interstate highway had not yet been built, so we had to traverse the old Columbia River
Highway, with all its twists and turns. Depending on traffic, it could take 2 or 3 hours to
make that trip – if you got stuck behind a big truck, even longer. The house on
Cascade seemed very large to my young eyes. There was a huge tree in the front yard
which dropped prickly nuts – I think it was a horse chestnut, but you didn't want to step
on one of those nuts with your bare feet!
Inside, the front room had an oil-fired furnace in it, and on the right side as you entered
the front door was the stairway leading upstairs. The place was getting old enough,
and with no real foundation, that it was starting to sag and tilt, so none of the floors
were level. Through the front room, on the back side of the house, was the
kitchen/eating area, which I recall was sort of a large picnic table with benches that
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could hold the whole family. There was a large woodburning stove and oven, on which Nellie did magic things –
baking, roasting, and cook-top dishes, with warming places
to keep things hot. The room was very toasty when she
was cooking.
Out back, there was a fenced yard with a sizable woodshed
and chicken coop. I learned (to my horror) what the phrase
“running around like a chicken with its head chopped off”
meant. If chicken was on the menu, they would either wring
the neck or chop off the head of an unfortunate bird, and
they do, in fact, run around for quite awhile. There was a
barrel of cool water back there, with a metal dipper from
which you could slake your thirst. They were quite proud of
the pure Bull Run water that supplied it. Also back there
were cats – 2 or 3 of them, not spayed, that always had a
bunch of kittens in tow. They littered 3 or 4 times a year – I
don't know what they did with all the kittens, and probably
don't want to know.
Jessica and my younger cousin Doug lived upstairs, and
we'd occasionally go up there to play cards or board
games, once he and my younger brother were old enough.
Before they were old enough to play with, I used to play with an old mandolin that they
had (I was really into music) or learn to play a harmonica that they also had, along with
an old upright piano. They had some books that I enjoyed. I would curl up in the
alcove under the stairway with a Tarzan of the Apes book, or Alice in Wonderland, or
others.
A couple of my fondest memories involve Grandpa Emory. A couple of times he got a
call from the Post Office that they had “specials” (special delivery messages) to be
delivered, and although retired, he would make a couple of bucks by delivering them,
and he would take me with him. Another time or two he would take me by the hand
and we would walk down to the train station, which was only a few blocks from where
they lived. We'd go by the Tum-a-Lum Lumber Company, where he and his father and
brothers had owned and worked. We'd make it in time to the station to position
ourselves fairly close to the tracks, ahead of schedule, to watch the huge steam
locomotive roar into the station and make its stop. This was the kind that was used
before diesel engines were developed, and it is exciting to see for an adult, let alone an
8 year old boy. We also would walk out on the “mole” they called it, a projecting piece
of land into the river, and watch boats. No wind-surfers in those days!
Emory was quiet and gentle, and hugely accommodating. Nellie, all 4 foot 9 (she
claimed) of her, was very no-nonsense and strong willed. Looking back on it, I believe
that she inherited those genes from the extremely strong women that she descended
from, who had braved the pioneer existence of Utah and the Mormon Trail.
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Joyce Annette Carman (1936- ) is the daughter of Virginia Elida Davenport (19081960) and Elvin Lee Carman (1906-1977). She was the 6th child of the twelve children
that Virginia and Elvin had from 1927 to 1949. She lives in Provo, Utah, and is married
to Nathan McKay Smith (1935- ), and is a first cousin to Jerry and John Larsen. Her
early remembrances of Nellie and Emory follow:
I have fond memories of my
Davenport grandparents even though
I didn’t see them very often. I was
number six of twelve children born to
Virginia Davenport Carman and my
older siblings had more opportunity to
be near them since they were born in
Hood River.
My grandparents came to La Grande
OR. about once a year when I was
very young. I remember that my
sister Connie and I had a hair cutting
party before one visit and my mother
was very upset at the results. I
looked scalped but Connie looked
pretty good. Our baby sister Sharon
lost about two or three inches off her
lovely long curls but still looked
darling.
My aunt Margaret’s only
remark was “poor Joyce.” When I
was eight years old, we three girls got
to ride the Union Pacific streamliner to Hood River for a visit. We did this two or three
times over the next three years and always had a wonderful time. Grandma let me
play the piano which was a special treat. Years later when my husband Nathan took a
teaching job in The Dalles, OR., my grandmother gave me that piano and we moved it
to Provo, UT in 1966. I also remember a wonderful trip to Astoria with Margaret and
Earl for a long visit. A goose hit the driver’s front fender and made a big dent covered
with egg and shell. I played in the ocean for the first time. They showed me a really
great time and I think that Margaret felt sorry for poor Joyce.
In 1961 we moved to The Dalles after graduation from Eastern Oregon Teachers
College with the chance to be closer to grandmother and grandfather Davenport. We
would visit them two or three times a month hoping to help any way we could. They
enjoyed our four children and were very sweet to them. Nathan especially enjoyed
visiting with Grandpa and Douglas when he was home. Grandpa was so handsome,
gentle and kind. I fixed some meals for them and grandma was upset when I skinned
the chicken. She asked if I was trying to starve them. I know she was the power in the
home. Although The Dalles wasn’t my favorite place to live, it was wonderful to be
close and know grandma and grandpa a little better. We moved to Provo in 1966 to
teach at BYU and only came back to attend their funerals.
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THE MAYFLOWER

W

e have, as direct ancestors, 6 family names, and 12 specific people within these
families, who came to America on the Mayflower. Brief biographies of these
people will be included below.
But first, here is some history of the Mayflower, excerpted from Wikipedia. The dates
shown in slashes (eg, 6/16) reflect the Julian and Gregorian calendar differences that
existed in those years, a ten day difference:
The Mayflower departed Plymouth, England on
September 6/16, 1620, with 102 passengers and
about 30 crew members aboard the small 100foot ship. During the first month of the voyage, the
seas were not severe, but by the second month
the ship was being hit by strong North Atlantic
winter gales, causing the ship to be badly shaken,
with water leaking from structural damage. There
were two deaths, but this was just a precursor of
what happened after their arrival in Cape Cod,
when almost half the company would die in the
first winter.
Initially, the plan was for the voyage to be made in
two vessels, the other being the smaller
Speedwell, which had transported some of the
Pilgrims embarking on the voyage from
Delfshaven in the Netherlands to Southampton,
England. The first voyage of the ships departed
Southampton, on August 5/15, 1620, but the
Speedwell developed a leak, and had to be
refitted at Dartmouth on August 17/27.
On the second attempt, the ships reached the Atlantic Ocean but again were forced to
return to Plymouth because of the Speedwell's leak. It would later be revealed that
there was in fact nothing wrong with the Speedwell. The Pilgrims believed that the crew
had, through aspects of refitting the ship, and their behavior in operating it, sabotaged
the voyage in order to escape the year-long commitment of their contract. After
reorganization, the final sixty-six day voyage was made by the Mayflower alone, leaving
from a site near to the Mayflower Steps in Plymouth, England, on September 6/16.
With 102 passengers plus crew, each family was allotted a very confined amount of
space for personal belongings. The Mayflower stopped off at Newlyn in Cornwall to
take on water.
The intended destination was an area near the Hudson River, in the "Colony of
Virginia." However, the ship was forced far off course by inclement weather and drifted
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well north of the intended Virginia settlement. As a result of the delay, the settlers did
not arrive in Cape Cod until after the onset of a harsh New England winter. The settlers
ultimately failed to reach Virginia, where they had already obtained permission from the
London Company to settle, because of difficulties navigating the treacherous waters off
the southeast corner of Cape Cod.
After setting sail on September 6, the Pilgrims experienced good weather and good
sailing conditions for the first few days. However, the Mayflower soon became caught in
forceful winds that severely shook the ship. This caused some damage as the ship
became leaky above the waterline, and one of the main beams supporting the deck
appeared to be bowing. Luckily, the crew had brought a big screw with them from
Holland, and they were able to support the deck with it while they reinforced it with a
new post. Thankfully, this repair allowed the Pilgrims to continue on with their journey.
There were times when the sailing became so difficult that the Mayflower’s master,
Christopher Jones, wanted to turn around and go back to England. However, he
decided that to turn back would only make conditions worse. To establish legal order
and to quell increasing strife within the ranks, the settlers wrote and signed the
Mayflower Compact after the ship dropped anchor at the tip of Cape Cod on November
11/21, in what is now Provincetown Harbor.
During the winter the passengers remained on board the Mayflower, suffering an
outbreak of a contagious disease described as a mixture of scurvy, pneumonia and
tuberculosis. When it ended, there were only 53 passengers, just over half, still alive.
Likewise, half of the crew died as well. In the spring, they built huts ashore, and on
March 21/31, 1621, the surviving passengers disembarked from the Mayflower. On
April 5/15, 1621, the Mayflower set sail from Plymouth to return to England, where she
arrived on May 6/16, 1621.

MAYFLOWER PASSENGER LIST
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WILLIAM BREWSTER (Abt 1566-67-1644)
William and his wife Mary Wentworth (Abt 1568-69–1627), with his two youngest
children, sailed on the Mayflower. Our ancestry stems from their daughter Patience
Brewster (Abt 1600 – Bef 1634), who came later on the Anne. William is Jerry's
12th Great Grandfather, and the line comes down through Joseph George Crapo.
William Brewster was born about 1566, the son of
William Brewster. He was educated in both Greek and
Latin and spent some time at Cambridge University,
although he never completed a full degree. He went into
the service of William Davison, then Secretary of State,
while his father back home maintained a position as the
postmaster of Scrooby, Nottinghamshire. Under
Davison, Brewster first traveled to the Netherlands. After
Davison's departure as Secretary of State, Brewster
worked himself into his father's postmaster duties and
maintained Scrooby Manor. Brewster was instrumental
in establishing the small Separatist church with Richard
Clyfton, and they often held their meetings in the Manor
house. Brewster and the others were eventually found
and forced out, and fleeing prosecution and persecution
they headed to Amsterdam in 1608, then moved to
Leiden, Holland in 1609. Brewster became the church's
Elder, responsible for seeing that the congregation's
members carried themselves properly, both helping and
admonishing them when necessary.
In Leiden, Brewster, with Thomas Brewer, began working a printing press and
publishing religious books and pamphlets which were then illegally conveyed into
England. Brewster also employed himself teaching University of Leiden students
English. By 1618, the English authorities were onto him and his printing press, and had
the Dutch authorities in pursuit of him. Thomas Brewer was arrested and held in the
University of Leiden's prison, but Brewster managed to evade the authorities and went
into hiding for a couple of years.
When the Leiden church congregation decided to send the first wave to set up and
establish a colony that everyone could eventually move to, their pastor John Robinson
decided to remain behind in Leiden with the majority of the congregation, intending to
come later. The smaller group that went on the Mayflower desired the next highest
ranking church official, Elder Brewster, go with them; so he agreed. He brought his wife
Mary and two youngest children, Love and Wrestling, on the Mayflower with him.
Brewster continued his work as Church Elder throughout his life at Plymouth Colony.
His wife Mary died in 1627, and he never remarried. He lived to be nearly 80 years old,
dying in 1644. Shortly after he died, William Bradford wrote a short but concise
biography of Brewster, just a couple of pages, in his history Of Plymouth Plantation.
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FRANCIS COOKE (Abt 1583-1663)
Francis and his son John Cooke (1607-1695) sailed together on the Mayflower.
His wife Hester Mahieu (Abt 1585 – 1666) with their other children came on the
Anne in 1623. We are descended through their son John. Francis is Jerry's 9 th
Great Grandfather, descending through the Edward Wilcox Davenport line.
Francis Cooke was born about 1583. His origins have not
been discovered, but it is probable he was born in England,
perhaps from the Canterbury or Norwich areas. He married
Hester le Mahieu on 20 July 1603 in Leiden, Holland; she was
a French Walloon whose parents had initially fled to
Canterbury, England; she left for Leiden sometime before
1603. Francis Cooke and Hester le Mahieu's marriage occurred
in Leiden, Holland six years before the Pilgrim church made its
move there, so he was living there long before their arrival and
must have met up with and joined them afterwards. What
brought Francis to Holland in the first place is unknown:
religious persecution of Protestants in England did not really
begin until after King James took power in 1604. In 1606, the
Cookes left Leiden and went to Norwich, Norfolk for a time (for
what reason is not known), but returned to have their first son, John, baptized at the
French church in Leiden, sometime between January and March, 1607. In Holland,
Cooke took up the profession of a woolcomber.
Francis, and his oldest son John, came on the Mayflower to Plymouth in 1620. He left
behind his wife Hester and his other children Jane, Jacob, Elizabeth and Hester. After
the Colony was founded and better established, he sent for his wife and children, and
they came to Plymouth in 1623 on the ship Anne.
Francis lived out his life in Plymouth. Although he kept a fairly low profile, he was on a
number of minor committees such as the committee to lay out the highways, and
received some minor appointments by the Court to survey or lay out land. He was a
juror on a number of occasions, and was on the coroner's jury that examined the body
of Martha Bishop, the 4-year old daughter who was murdered by her mother Alice. He
received some modest land grants at various times throughout his life. He lived to be
about 80 years old, dying in 1663; his wife Hester survived him by at least three years
and perhaps longer.

EDWARD FULLER (1575–1620/21)
Edward and his wife (Ann?), along with his younger son Samuel Fuller (Abt 16081683) were on the Mayflower. His older son Matthew Fuller (Bef 1610-1678) came
later. We are descended from both of his sons, through two separate lines, to
Jerome Napoleon Remington. Edward is Jerry's 10th Great Grandfather.
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Edward Fuller has been generally identified as the son of Robert and Sara (Dunkhorn)
Fuller, baptized on 4 September 1575 at Redenhall, Norfolk. However, a number of
genealogical scholars and Mayflower researchers, including Robert S. Wakefield,
Robert Sherman, Robert Leigh Ward, Robert C. Anderson, Eugene Stratton, Leslie
Mahler, and others, have all questioned the identification over the past couple of
decades. The current identification is based upon circumstantial evidence only: the fact
that the names Samuel, Edward, and Ann occur within the same family; and the fact
the father is identified as a butcher. Thomas Morton, writing in 1637, says that Samuel
Fuller was the son of a butcher. The name Matthew also occurs in this Redenhall Fuller
family. The counter-evidence is primarily that the ages for the Fullers appear to be too
old, when compared to their marriage dates, the ages of their spouses, and with the
births of their children.
The name of Edward Fuller's wife has not been discovered. In James Savage's
Genealogical Dictionary of the First Settlers of New England (1860-1862), Edward
Fuller's wife was given as "Ann". However, there are no American or English records
which give her name. I suspect James Savage may have made a simple typographical
error: Mayflower passenger Edward Tilley had a wife Ann; or perhaps he was thinking
of their sister Ann Fuller. None-the-less, numerous sources published after 1860 have
utilized Savage's Genealogical Dictionary, and so the identification of Ann can be found
in numerous other books and online resources.
So, in truth, very little is known about Edward Fuller. His English origins and the name
of his wife are widely disputed. What is known is that he, his wife, and his son Samuel
came on the Mayflower in 1620 to Plymouth. A single Leiden judicial document
mentions Edward Fuller, and proves that he, like brother Samuel Fuller, were living in
Leiden. Both Edward and his wife died the first winter, but son Samuel (who would have
been about 12), survived. An older brother, Matthew, had stayed behind, and came to
America later.

GEORGE SOULE (Bef 1600–Bef 1679)
George came alone on the Mayflower. His wife-to-be Mary Buckett (or Becket) (?1676) came later on the Anne. Their daughter Susannah Soule (Abt 1642–Aft
1684) is our ancestor. The line extends down through Joseph George Crapo.
George is Jerry's 9th Great Grandfather.
George Soule's origins in England have not been discovered. The most promising
record found to date is the baptism of a George Soule on 9 February 1595 at Tingrith,
Bedford, son of William. Other Soule families using the name George can also be found
in Sudbury, Suffolk, and Flitwick, Bedford.
George Soule came on the Mayflower as a servant to the Edward Winslow family,
indicating he was under 25 years old at the time; however, he did sign the Mayflower
Compact, suggesting he was over 21. This puts his birth year at around 1595-1599.
This matches well with his apparent marriage date of around 1625 at Plymouth: by the
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May 1627 Division of Cattle, he was married to Mary, and they had had one son,
Zachariah.
George Soule and family moved to Duxbury very early on, and he was a deputy to the
Plymouth Court for a number of years beginning in 1642. He had volunteered for the
Pequot War of 1637, but Plymouth's troops were not needed. He was on various
committees, juries, and survey teams, during his life in Duxbury. In 1646, for example,
he was appointed to the committee to deal with Duxbury's problem of the disorderly
smoking of tobacco.
George Soule made out his will on 11 August 1677, and added a codicil to it on 20
September 1677. The codicil is quite interesting as it gives a little insight into a family
squabble between son John and daughter Patience:
"If my son John Soule above-named or his heirs or assigns or any of them shall at any
time disturb my daughter Patience or her heirs or assigns or any of them in peaceable
possession or enjoyment of the lands I have given her at Nemasket alias Middleboro
and recover the same from her or her heirs or assigns or any of them; that then my gift
to my son John Soule shall be void; and that then my will is my daughter Patience shall
have all my lands at Duxbury and she shall be my sole executrix of this my last will and
testament and enter into my housing lands and meadows at Duxbury."

RICHARD WARREN (?-1628)
Richard came alone on the Mayflower. His wife Elizabeth Walker (Abt 1580–1673)
and daughter Sarah Warren (Abt 1614–Aft 1696) came later on the Anne. We
descend through both Sarah, to Edward Wilcox Davenport, and their son Joseph
Warren (Abt 1626–1689), to Joseph George Crapo. Richard is Jerry's 9th Great
Grandfather.
Richard Warren's English origins and ancestry have been the subject of much
speculation, and countless different ancestries have been published for him, without a
shred of evidence to support them. Luckily in December 2002, Edward Davies
discovered the missing piece of the puzzle. Researchers had long known of the
marriage of Richard Warren to Elizabeth Walker on 14 April 1610 at Great Amwell,
Hertford. Since we know the Mayflower passenger had a wife named Elizabeth, and a
first child born about 1610, this was a promising record. But no children were found for
this couple in the parish registers, and no further evidence beyond the names and
timing, until the will of Augustine Walker was discovered. In the will of Augustine
Walker, dated April 1613, he mentions "my daughter Elizabeth Warren wife of Richard
Warren", and "her three children Mary, Ann and Sarah." We know that the Mayflower
passenger's first three children were named Mary, Ann, and Sarah (in that birth order).
Very little is known about Richard Warren's life in America. He came alone on the
Mayflower in 1620, leaving behind his wife and five daughters. They came to him on
the ship Anne in 1623, and Richard and Elizabeth subsequently had sons Nathaniel
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and Joseph at Plymouth. He received his acres in the Division of Land in 1623, and his
family shared in the 1627 Division of Cattle. But he died a year later in 1628, the only
record of his death being found in Nathaniel Morton's 1669 book New England's
Memorial, in which he writes: "This year [1628] died Mr. Richard Warren, who was an
useful instrument and during his life bare a deep share in the difficulties and troubles of
the first settlement of the Plantation of New Plymouth."
All of Richard Warren's children survived to adulthood, married, and had large families:
making Richard Warren one of the most common Mayflower passengers to be
descended from. Richard Warren's descendants include such notables as Civil War
general Ulysses S. Grant, President Franklin D. Roosevelt, and Alan B. Shepard, Jr. the
first American in space and the fifth person to walk on the moon.

WILLIAM WHITE (Abt 1590–1621)
William, his wife Susanna (1594-1680) and son Resolved White (Abt 1615–Aft
1687) all came on the Mayflower. Our descendancy through Resolved is to Joseph
George Crapo. William is Jerry's 10th Great Grandfather.
William White is a difficult individual to research, and much has been mispublished
about him. There is a marriage record in Leiden, Holland, which records the marriage of
a William White to Anna Fuller on 27 January 1612; the marriage was witnessed by
Sarah Priest and Anna's brother Samuel Fuller. For many years this was thought to
have been the Mayflower passenger, Susanna and Anna being reasonable variants of
the same name
This has been a heavily-debated issue: was this the marriage of the Mayflower
passenger, or not? There are at least two William White's living in Leiden during the
appropriate time period, one was a woolcomber, and one was a tobacco merchant. The
William White who married Anna Fuller was called a woolcomber in the 1612 marriage
record, which was witnessed by Sarah Priest. On 10 April 1621, well after the
Mayflower had departed, William White woolcomber was a party to the antenuptual
agreement of Samuel Lee in Leiden. Thus, William White, woolcomber, could not have
been the Mayflower passenger. And since Sarah Priest had witnessed the will of
William White in 1612, wouldn't it be reasonable to assume it was the same William
White who witnessed her own marriage to Godbert Godbertson in Leiden in October
1621? The Mayflower passenger was also not the tobacco merchant, who appears in
numerous Leiden records throughout the 1620s. So there was either a third William
White in Leiden, or else the William White of the Mayflower may have joined onto the
Mayflower's voyage from England.
In any case, William and his wife Susanna came on the Mayflower in 1620 with son
Resolved; Susanna gave birth to son Peregrine while the Mayflower was still anchored
off the top of Cape Cod waiting for the Pilgrims to discover a place to build their colony.
William died the first winter, on the same day as three other passengers, including
William Mullins. His wife Susanna remarried to Edward Winslow a few months later,
being the first marriage to occur at Plymouth.
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Plymouth, Massachusetts is a town of 45,000 situation on the water about 50 miles
south of Boston, just north of Cape Cod. Its motto is “America’s Hometown”
because this is where the Pilgrims made their home after departing from England.
There are other towns across America that are known as "America's Hometown."
This is Plymouth's official motto.
The Plantation is spelled Plimouth for 2 reasons:
1. In the 17th century, spelling hadn’t been standardized and the name was spelled
many different ways.
2. The Plantation wants to differentiate themselves from other places called
Plymouth, which is the more common way to spell it now.

Page 60

OTHER EARLY IMMIGRANTS

W

e have seen from prior chapters that Jerry had two grandparents emigrate from
Norway (John Larsen and Brynhild Haugseth Larsen), and two great
grandparents (Ola Larson and Johanna Nilsson Larson) and one grandparent (Nellie
Larson Davenport) who emigrated from Sweden via New Zealand. So that leaves
Emory Davenport, all of whose early ancestors extend back to pre-revolutionary colonial
days.

Everybody has 2 parents, 4 grandparents, 8 great-grandparents, etc. This of course
increases exponentially, the more generations you go back. In the case of Emory, the
earliest immigrants (from 1620, the Mayflower's arrival, to about 1660) are mostly 7th
and 8th great grandparents. These are 9th and 10th great grandparents of Jerry. All of
them, with one exception (Peter Crapo), were born in England. This comprises about
700 people. In many cases, where cousins married cousins, the number of actual
individuals is reduced. Many of these individuals have been identified and are in the
genealogical database that contains the records. But many have not been identified,
usually because of the difficulty in determining the parents of female ancestors, where
the surname is not known, and appears not to be a matter of record in any of the very
old civil or church records. The data for Emory's identified immigrant ancestors
numbers 213, counting the 12 who were on the Mayflower. All genealogical research is
a “work in progress” so some of these may have recently been identified, or may be
identified in the future.
Trying to list and comment on all of these immigrants is overwhelming, and beyond the
scope of this narrative, since it would be reduntant to the existing literature that exists.
As an alternative, the accompanying CD includes several documents that may be
perused for information that may be of interest. These are a listing of all of the identified
immigrants, passenger lists for two ships that followed the Mayflower and included
some of our ancestors, the ship Fortune (1621) and the ship Anne (1623). Others
followed, but these are the two, particularly the Anne, that carried our people from
England to the colonies in those early years.
On the CD are various documents, identified in the Appendix, that provide information
about many of these early immigrant ancestors. Twenty-two of the original colonial
immigrants are extensively profiled on the CD, drawn from the “Great Migration” project.
Many more are similarly profiled in the CD section on Savage's “Genealogical Dictionary
of the First Settlers of New England.” These profiles incorporate just about everything
that's been discovered in old records regarding our earliest colonial ancestors.
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PETER CRAPO (Abt 1670-1756)
This man is one of the most interesting among all of our colonial ancestors. Here is the
story of the circumstances surrounding his arrival in America, which is quite different
from any of the other early immigrants that we know of. He married Penelope White
(1687-1738), who was the Granddaughter of Resolved White of the Mayflower. This is
printed in its entirety:
From a history written by Janette L. Crapo Miller and a letter sent to Jean May by Ralph
Harmon Crapo. More information on the early American ancestors can be found in the
book "Certain Comeoverers" by Henry Howland Crapo. [Pertinent chapters from this
book are included on the CD.]
Pierre or Peter Crapo and Penelope White
The Crapo family were originally from Bordeaux, France. The early Crapo's of America
were fishermen, lumbermen and farmers.
Pierre or Peter Crapo, a boy of about 10 or 12 years of age, was the first Crapo in
America. Peter was an orphan living with his aunt and uncle at Bordeaux, France. He
had a brother Nicholas who was captain of a ship in the French navy. This brother's
ship was in port being overhauled and supplied for a cruise somewhere but no one,
even the captain, knew where.
Nicholas took his little brother Peter around and showed him a good time. Peter wanted
to sail with him, but he captain said "no". The time arrived to sail. The captain took
sealed orders and sailed. On the third day out the orders were opened and they found
they were to go to America where the French had colonies.
A day or two later Peter came out of hiding among the rigging where he had stowed
away with a bottle of water and some food that he had carried onto the ship. Nicholas
could not go back now so he was forced to take his brother along with him or throw him
overboard.
The ship, some weeks later, arrived at Boston harbor and anchored. One night a big
storm blew in off the Atlantic and tore the ship from its anchors and drove the wooden
ships on the rocks at Cape Cod and wrecked it completely. All on board were cast into
the water.
When morning came the wreckage of the ship was lying along the shore near the town
of New Bedford and on the shore were 6 persons. The Captain, his brother, Peter, and
four sailors. The Captain had lashed Peter to a floating mast and hung on to the ropes
until the mast floated in the gale to the shore. The Captain found a home for Peter with
a farmer signing papers for him until he was 21 years of age. He said he would write,
but was never heard from by Peter. (Nicholas sailed back to France to report the loss of
his ship.)
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When Peter became 21, he was his own master. He got some land, bought a house,
and married an English girl, Penelope White, who was the daughter of Samuel White
and Rebecca Green. Samuel was the son of Resolved White and Judith Vassall.
Resolved White was the son of William White and Susanna Fuller White who came to
America on the Mayflower.
During that first hard winter after the landing of the Mayflower many of the Pilgrims died
and among them was William White and also Elizabeth Barker Winslow, the wife of
Edward Winslow, Jr. Later Edward Winslow, Jr. Married Susanna (the widow of Wm.
White) and took her two sons Resolved and Perigrine to live with them. Later both sons
married and reared families. Resolved married Judith Vassall and they had eight
children, one of them Samuel, the father of Penelope White, who married Peter the first
American ancestor.

There are other stories about how he got here, which
was probably about 1685. One of these has him as a
young sailor or cabin boy on a French man-of-war, and
that he deserted when it got within range of this
country. England and France were between two of
their many wars over the centuries. One war was
1666-67, the next was 1689-1697, known here as King
William's War. So whatever the exact date, it probably
would have been between wars, if the man-of-war story
is the true one. The picture on the right shows the
home of Peter Crapo and Penelope White, which still
stands at 386 Sipatuit Road, Rochester, Massachusetts. It was deeded to the couple by
Penelope's father, Samuel White.
Here is yet another, recently discovered possibility of Peter's origin:
Recently, Mrs. Ruth Marie Butler has uncovered a possible family of origin for Peter
Crapo: Pierre Crépaux, born about 1657, and resident of l'isl d'Elvire, Saint-Sebastien,
la Tremblade, France. This Pierre had a son, Francois, who was recorded as the
commanding captain of a ship named Bonaventure in a record recording his marriage
in Port Royale, Canada, on 9 September 1705 to Marie Mius, daughter of Abraham
Mius "sieur d'Plemarche", France, and Marguerite de Saint-Etienne de la Tour, France.
Though the connection is yet to be proved, it is a promising one, since the traditions of
many of Peter's descendents identify his brother as having born the name Francis and
as having been the captain of the ship which was wrecked at Buzzard's Bay and
remember his name as Francis. Family legend also points to the area of France near
Bordeaux as the place of Peter's origin, and l'isl d'Elvire is on the coast not far from
that city. So, this Francois makes a very good candidate for Peter's brother, having the
right name, the right occupation at the right time, and the right place of origin for that
person. As Ruth points out, how many ship's captains named Francois Crépaux are
there likely to have been from the west coast of France near Bordeaux at the same
period of history?
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His name is another interesting question. When he arrived, he had it as “Pierre
Crapaud.” My own personal thinking is that he had a good sense of humor, and
adopted it because he didn't want it to be known what his real name was (which would
go along with still another story, that he was in trouble in France and basically escaped
to the colonies). Back then, as well as more recently, Frenchmen were called “Frogs” or
Froggies,” in a derogatory manner, by Englishmen. The French word for frog is
“grenouille” which is unpronounceable by English speakers, and certainly difficult to
spell. The word for “toad,” however, is “Crapaud,” and that was close enough! It quickly
was Americanized to Crapo.
There are two other immigrants that are of particular interest, since the male lineages
and names have come down to Emory's parents. Those are Thomas Davenport (Abt
1615-1685) and Lt. John Remington (1600-1667).
THOMAS DAVENPORT
His name first appears on Dorchester records as a member of its church, 20 Nov 1640;
his wife, Mary, joining 8 Mar 1644. He became a Freeman 18 May 1642. In 1670, he
became constable, a position considered to be of great importance in those days, and
only held by one in good standing in the community. He probably lived on the eastern
slope of Mt. Bowdoin, near the corner of Bowdoin Street and Union Avenue. He bought
house and grounds from William Pigrom, 25 Nov 1653 and of William Blake 5 Feb
1665. He made his will 24 Jul 1683, "being aged" leaving the homestead to his
youngest son, John, after his widow's death. (Excerpted from "Davenport Ancestry in
America")

Thomas' wife was Mary (Abt 1621-1691). There are several strongly held beliefs by
others that she was Mary Forth, or Mary Pitman, or Mary Newman, or even that Mary
Forth was her (or his) mother. There is nothing conclusive that proves it one way or
another.
There were 5 or 6 distinct Davenport early immigrant
lines that arrived in the early 1600s, for whom any
relationships have been difficult to determine. Some
very recent DNA studies (Y-chromosome tests from
direct male line descendants) have opened up some
doors regarding a determination of our Thomas'
ancestry. There was a Reverend John Davenport who
was a founding father of New Haven, Connecticut and of
Yale University, whose ancestry is well documented back
to England, and further back still to the first Orme de
Davenport, or d'Ampourt (1086-Aft 1136) in Cheshire,
England. The DNA tests show quite conclusively that
our Thomas is closely related to the Rev. John, and also to the “Albemarle” Davenports
which is another line. The numbers of marker mutations on the DNA strands indicates
that they are likely as closely related as 2nd or 3rd cousins, so hopefully that will lead to
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more intense study of the English documents to show exactly who Thomas' parents
were. The CD includes an exhaustive descendant chart from Orme, who must have
been of Norman French stock, and was born not long after William the Conqueror did
his thing in 1066.
Thomas' son Jonathan Davenport (1659-1729) was born
and married to Hannah Maynard (1660-1729) in
Dorchester, Massachusetts, but they moved to Little
Compton, Rhode Island, between 1681 and 1684. This
began a residency by the Davenports that extended for
several generations, In Little Compton and Tiverton, which
are only a few miles apart. The Little Compton Burying
Ground next to the church has 24 identified graves of
Davenports. [A list of these is on the CD]. The Reverend
Jeremiah Davenport (1771-1826), who was Edward
Wilcox Davenport's father, was born there in Tiverton, but
moved to New Bedford, Massachusetts and died there.
LT. JOHN REMINGTON
John Remington, while inheriting an annuity from his father and also from a brother,
emigrated to America in 1637, with his wife and two of his children, John and Thomas,
both born in Yorkshire. His departure to America was probably on religious grounds.
Three thousand left for America from different parts of England that year. In 1638, The
Rev. Ezekiel Rogers, Rector of Rowley, near Beverley, within twenty miles of Garrowby,
left for America with all the farmers of his parish, for religious freedom. Rogers, who
was M.A. Christ's College, Cambridge, was appointed rector of Rowley in 1620. Like his
father and brother, he attached himself to the Puritan Party, and was suspended for not
conforming to the regulations as to public worship of King Charles I and Archbishop
Laud. On reaching America these colonists found John Remington and other Yorkshire
people near Boston. They joined forces and formed a new settlement near Salem,
Massachusetts, which they called Rowley, after the old home of so many of them.
In 1645 a military company was formed called 'Ye Military Company of Ipswich,
Newbury & Rowley, &c., ye said military shallhave liberty to assemble ymselves for
military exercises in eithr of ye townes of Ipswich, Neweberry, or Rowley, as often as
they please.' 26 May, 1647, upon petition of the town to the Court, 'Sebastian Brigham
was appointed Captaln and John Remington Lieutenant of the Rowley Men.'

John is Jerry's 8th Great Grandfather, and his son Thomas Remington (Abt 16351721), who was only 2 or 3 years old when they emigrated from England, is Jerry's 7th
Great Grandfather. John was married to Elizabeth (Abt 1606-1657), and Thomas to
Mehitable Walker (Abt 1640-1718).
The Remingtons of Utah book has extensive coverage of all of the ancestors of Jerome
Napoleon Remington and his wife Lydia Ripley Badger.
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ROYALTY

T

here is one of our lines that extends way back. There have been at least two other
lines that have been submitted to the LDS Ancestral File over the years as being
descended from royalty. On very close examination of these, and with the absence of
any legitimate source information, they are far from being even speculative connections,
and have been discounted by the author. This is a common experience in doing
genealogical research, and accepting anything from internet resources without seeing
the original source material or validating it can lead to incorrect assumptions.
Rebecca Hilton (1602-1673) is our immigrant ancestor who has royal ties. She
married Governor Thomas Roberts (Abt 1600-1674) in 1627 in New Hampshire, and
they had 6 children between 1626 and 1643, all in New Hampshire. Our ancestor is
their 6th child Sarah Roberts (1643-bef 1692) who married the immigrant Richard Rich
(1637-1692). Rebecca and Thomas are Jerry's 10th great grandparents, and this line
extends down through Joseph George Crapo.
Rebecca's pedigree extends back to Mark Roger Hilton, Lord William Hilton, Sibill
Lumley to Elizabeth Plantagenet, who is the illegitimate daughter of King Edward IV
(1442-1483) and Lady Elizabeth Waite (or Wayte), born about 1464. Edward IV is
Jerry's 15th great grandfather. Elizabeth is described as Edward's concubine; but
illegitimate or not, there is the blood relationship with the royal line. This of course
opens up relationships both up and down. William the Conqueror (1027/8-1087) is
Jerry's 27th great grandfather. Emperor Charlemagne (742-814) is his 38th great
grandfather. Back in the 1300s and 1400s there were some primitive and unscrupulous
genealogists who probably got rich by putting together impressive pedigrees for gullible
gentry. One such pedigree was constructed that showed Edward IV as the 126th great
grandson of Adam and Eve, who supposedly lived about 4,000 BC, which should give it
some appeal to strict Creationists. That would make Adam and Eve Jerry's 141 st great
grandparents. Going in the other direction, Queen Victoria (1819-1901) is Jerry's 12th
cousin 4 times removed. Queen Elizabeth II (1926-) is Jerry's 15th cousin once
removed. Virtually every crowned head in Europe is some kind of distant cousin to
those of us who are related to Emory Davenport.
[There are some charts on the CD that show these ancestries, including a 20generation ancestry chart for Rebecca Hilton, our immigrant individual with the royal
antecedents.]
It's the author's belief that this royal connection is of passing interest, but not nearly as
significant as the documented exploits of our more recent ancestors who accomplished
astounding things as immigrants or pioneers.
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REVOLUTIONARY WAR

W

e have four identified ancestors who served in the Revolutionary War as patriots.
We also have one ancestor who was a Loyalist/Tory and paid a dear price for that.
There possibly were others, both patriots and loyalists, of the other twelve or thirteen
direct male ancestors who were living and were of age at that time in the Davenport and
Remington lines, but more study needs to be done on that.

Let's start with the Loyalist:
David Remington (1744-1807) is Jerry's 4th Great Grandfather. He was married to a
Sybil (Abt 1752-1831), but her maiden name and ancestry is unknown. He was the 2nd
Great Grandson of Lt. John Remington, the immigrant who came from England in 1637.
[There is an extensive narrative on David's activities in the Remington Book – the
pertinent pages have been scanned and are included in the CD.] He was not just of
Tory persuasion. He actively participated in aid of the British, serving as a guide and
teamster for the British during the revolution. In September of 1777, the town of
Castleton, Vermont, where they were living, was liberated from British control. David
was arrested, his property confiscated, and an order was issued for his banishment.
David's wife Sybil was living in Cornish, New Hampshire, while David was actively
aiding the British and after his arrest. Their daughter Susanna (1777-1831) was born
there, and David was released, and in 1779 they moved to Chesterfield, New
Hampshire. He was never able to amass much wealth after this, and sometime in the
1880s they joined the Shaker religious organization. The whole family was members of
the Shaker Society in Canaan and New Lebanon, New York, and David died there in
1807. Sybil and their daughter Susanna both died there in 1831, within about a month
of each other. Their son and our ancestor Joseph Remington (1780-1846), Jerome
Napoleon's father, apostatized soon after David's death in 1807, and joined the
Mormon Church and died during the western migration in Council Bluffs, Iowa, in 1846.
David was not alone in his beliefs and actions. There were nine men from Castleton
whose property was confiscated because of their loyalist activities. As the final
paragraph in the Remington Book states, “let our judgements rest.”
Now for the patriots.
We have four, and one of them, Thomas Shaw, gave his life. Two of them, Elijah Lucas
and Peter Crapo, marched on the alarm of April 19, 1775. This is the famous one, “On
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the 18th of April, in '75, hardly a man is still alive...” When Paul Revere sounded the
alarm riding from Boston.
Peter Crapo (1743-1822) is Jerry's 5th Great Grandfather, and the Grandson of the
original Peter (Pierre Crapaud) who arrived from France about 1685. Peter was born in
Rochester, Massachusetts, to John Crapo (1712-1783) and Sarah Clark (1714-Aft
1776). Both John and Sarah were born, married and died in Rochester. John is directly
descended from William and Resolved White, Mayflower immigrants. Sarah is
descended from George Soule, also of the Mayflower. One of the record entries that
names him reads, “Crapo, Peter, Freetown. Private, Capt. Levi Rounsewell's Co.,
which marched on the alarm of April 19, 1775; service, 3 days. Roll dated Roxbury
Camp.”
The other entry reads, “Crapoo, Peter. Private, Lieut. Nathaniel Morton's (Freetown)
Co., Col. Edward Pope's Regt.; marched to Rhode Island on the alarm of Dec. 8, 1776;
discharged Dec. 27, 1776; service 20 days.”
That “Crapoo” is not a typo. Peter and many of his relatives were variously called
Crapoo, Crape, and other sundry spellings. The entire Crapo-named extract from the
Massachusetts Soldiers and Sailors in the Revolutionary War volumes is included in the
CD. There are no less than fifteen Crapos listed, and these include Peter's brothers,
uncles and cousins.
Eilijah Lucas (1757-1806) is also Jerry's 5th Great Grandfather. He is the son of
Barnabas Lucas (1729-1779) and Joanna Pierce (1792-?). Barnabas is the 2nd Great
Grandson of Richard Warren of the Mayflower. He married Sarah Shaw (1761-?) in
April, 1779. That was the year after her father, Thomas Shaw, was killed in action. The
Shaw line goes back to Rebecca Hilton, the immigrant, whose further line goes back to
the Plantagenet royalty connections. Elijah was one of the “Minutemen” who marched
on the April 19 alarm. His listing in the records read,
Lucas, Elijah, Plympton. Private, Capt. Nathaniel Shaw's co., Col. James Warren's
regt., which marched in response to the alarm of April 19, 1775, to Marshfield; service,
2 days; also, Capt. John Bridgham's co., Col. Theophilus Cotton's regt.; muster roll
dated Aug. 1, 1775; enlisted May 2, 1775; service, 3 mos. 7 days; also, company
return dated Oct. 7, 1775; also, order for bounty coat or its equivalent in money dated
Roxbury Camp, Nov. 11, 1775.

Eleazer Hathaway (1739-1803) is Jerry's 4th Great Grandfather. He is the son of
Gamaliel Hathaway (1707-1796) and Hannah Hillman (1716-1745). Gamaliel is the
2nd Great Grandson of both Francis Cooke and Richard Warren, both of the Mayflower.
He appears to have risen from private soldier, then commissioned as a 2nd Lieutenant,
and finally served as a Captain. His records read,
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Hathaway, Eleazer. List of men who marched from Dartmouth to camp under command
of Capt. Benjamin Dillingham and arrived there Feb. 15, 1776.
Hathaway, Eleazer. Official record of a ballot by the House of Representatives, dated
March 28, 1776; said Hathaway chosen 2d Lieutenant under Benjamin Dillingham,
Captain of the forces stationed at Dartmouth; appointment concurred in by Council
March 29, 1776; reported commissioned March 28, 1776; also, Lieutenant, Capt.
Benjamin Dillingham's co.; engaged April 4, 1776; service, 7 mos. 24 days; company
stationed at Dartmouth for defence of seacoast; also, 2d Lieutenant, Capt. Benjamin
Dillingham's co.; list of officers of a company to be raised in Dartmouth and stationed
there; ordered in Council Dec. 11, 1776, that said officers be commissioned; reported
commissioned Dec. 11, 1776.
Hathaway, Eleazer. Captain, 12th co., 2d Bristol Co. regt. of Mass. militia; list of officers
chosen in said regiment, as returned by Edward Pope and others, field officers, dated
April 5, 1776; ordered in Council April 26, 1776, that said officers be commissioned;
reported commissioned April 26, 1776.

There were several separate immigrant Hathaway lines in America at that time, and it
appears that there were at least two Eleazer Hathaways who fought in the
Revolutionary War. Based on the locations that are listed, this one undoubtedly is our
Hathaway.
Thomas Shaw (1738-1778) was only 40 years old when he was killed in the war. It is
not clear as to the actual action that he was in that caused his death, but a review of the
major battles in which there were casualties shows one occurring on July 3, 1778,
called the “Battle of Wyoming” in Pennsylvania. It is possible that this is the one he was
involved in; his death is listed as July 5th, so he very well could have died of wounds
received on the 3rd. A brief summary of that battle follows:
The Battle of Wyoming was an encounter during the American Revolutionary War
between American Patriots and Loyalists accompanied by Iroquois raiders that took
place in the Wyoming Valley of Pennsylvania on July 3, 1778. More than three hundred
Patriots were killed in the battle. After the battle allegations circulated that the Iroquois
raiders hunted and killed fleeing Patriots before torturing to death thirty to forty who had
surrendered.

He is Jerry's 6th Great Grandfather, and was the father-in-law of Elijah Lucas,
mentioned above. He married Mary Atwood(1737-1808) in 1760, and between then
and 1779, they had eight children. Mary would have been pregnant with their 8 th at the
time he was killed.
There exists a thorough narrative of Thomas' military career, which follow:
Thomas Shaw, Middleborough. Private, Captain William Shaw's (1st Middleborough)
company of Minute-men, which marched on the alarm of 19 April 1775, to Marshfield;
service, 3 days; also, Sergeant, Captain Joshua Benson's company, Colonel
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Theophilus Cotton's regiment; muster roll dated 1 August 1775; engaged 3 May 1775;
service 3 months 6 days; also, company return dated 7 October 1775; also Lieutenant
William Tomsom's (probably Captain Joshua Benson's) company, Colonel Theophilus
Cotton's regiment; order for bounty coat or its equivalent in money dated Roxbury, 14
November,1775.Return of men raised to serve in the Continental Army from Captain
Perez Churchill's company, Colonel Sprout's regiment; residence, Middleborough;
enlisted for town of Middleborough; joined Captain Eddy's company, Colonel Bradford's
regiment; enlisted, 3 years; also, list of men mustered between 14 May, and 26 May
1777, by James Hatch, Muster Master for Plymouth County; Colonel Bradford's
regiment; age, 39 years; enlisted by Captain Eddy; also, Private, 7th company, Colonel
Gamaliel Bradford's (12th) regiment; Continental Army pay accounts for service from 15
May 1777, 6 July 1778; reported deceased; also Captain Joshua Eddy's company,
Colonel Bradford's regiment; subsistence allowed from date of enlistment, 10 May, to
25 May 1777; credited with 16 days allowance; also, same company and regiment;
return endorsed "28th January 1778;" mustered by Elisha Padok, County Muster
Master; also, same company regiment; muster roll for July, 1778, dated White Plains;
enlisted 15 May 1777; joined 25 May 1777; enlistment, 3 years; reported died 6 July
(also given June-), 1778; also, order for $100 payable to Captain Joshua Eddy, dated
Middleborough, 4 February 1779, signed by Mary Shaw, widow of said Shaw,
deceased; certificate appearing on order, signed by Captain Joshua Eddy, certifies that
said Shaw, a soldier in his company, Colonel Bradford's regiment, enlisted 15 May
1777, joined before the following August, and was not absent subsequently until his
death, which occurred 5 July,1778.

Other record information shows:
DEATH: "Mass. Soldiers and Sailors..." pg 70.
"History of Middleborough" by Thomas Weston shows he was a member of
William Shaw's First Co. of Minutemen.
"Mass Soldiers and Sailors" shows Thomas Shaw of Middleborough was
in the company which marched to Marshfield on the alarm of 19 Apr
1775, 3 days, also in company to Howland's Ferry, R. I., on the alarm of 8
Dec 1776, 8 days. Also joined Capt. Joshua Eddy's co., Col. Gamaliel
Bradford's regiment 15 May 1777, service to be for three years but died
5 July 1778, as given on the certificate signed by Capt. Eddy, which also
said he was not absent until his death. An order for $100, dated 4 Feb
1779, was issued to Capt. Eddy and signed by Mary Shaw, his widow.
He died intestate and his estate was administered by his wife 26 June
1782, property divided among his children, with one third to his wife.
(Plymouth Co. probate records)

A Revolutionary War historian undoubtedly could uncover a considerable amount of
information about each of these Patriots, and their participation in the actions that they
were involved in. It would make fascinating reading, especially in the case of Thomas
Shaw, and how his wife Mary was able to cope with things following Thomas' death.
Four of the eight children were in their teenage years. A girl, Sarah was 17 and a boy,
Persis, was 15, and they probably contributed greatly to the well-being of the family.
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NOTABLE CONNECTIONS

W

ith as many early colonial immigrant ancestors as we have, in particular the
Mayflower passengers for whom there has been a huge amount of genealogical
work done, both ancestries and descendancies, it is not surprising that many, many
famous people are our distant cousins. Probably a very long list of these notable
people could be created, but it's just kind of fun to look at a few examples and know that
there's a tiny bit of blood/genetic relationships between them and us. There are several,
however, that have our Thomas Davenport and Lt. John Remington as common
ancestors.
First the Mayflower connections. The following shows some noteable cousins of ours,
organized by the Mayflower passenger who is our common ancestor:
WILLIAM BREWSTER:

RICHARD WARREN:
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RICHARD WARREN

FRANCIS COOKE
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FRANCIS COOKE

EDWARD FULLER

We have several famous people who are descended from Thomas
Davenport and Lt. John Remington, plus one person on the
Norwegian side.
William Howard Taft (1857-1930), was the 27th President of the
United States (1909-1913) and later was the 10th Chief Justice of
the United States (1921-1930). He is the only person to have
served in both of these offices. He was born in 1857, and died in
1930. He is descended from Thomas Davenport, and is Jerry's 6th
Cousin twice removed.
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Two other presidents are descended from Thomas Davenport: George H.W. Bush and
George Bush. They are Jerry's 7th Cousin once removed (Bush senior) and 7th Cousin
twice removed (Bush junior).
Eliphalet Remington Jr. (1793-1861) is the 3rd Great Grandson
of Lt. John Remington, and is the 3rd Cousin 5 times removed to
Jerry. His first name is pronounced Eh-LIFF-eh-leht, with the
accent on the second sylable. What do you suppose his
nickname might have been? Liffy? Maybe Eli? As you can see
in the picture, he has the eyes of a sharp-shooter, and appears to
be a very determined individual. The Remington name has gone
far beyond the rifle that he first developed, but it all started with
him. As you'll read below, a series of acquisitions, mergers and
spin-offs have occurred since his day. Here are a couple of
excerpts that speak to his life and his company's evolution over
the years:

He was born in 1793 in the town of Suffield, Connecticut, to parents whose origins lay
in Yorkshire, England. He was a blacksmith, and at 23, he hand-made a revolutionary
sporting rifle using a firing mechanism bought from a dealer, producing the barrel
himself.
The gun received such an enthusiastic response that Remington decided to
manufacture it in quantity, and formed the firm of E. Remington and Sons, which he
headed until his death in 1861. By the mid-19th century the gun had become
immensely popular with American sportsmen and was one of the standard guns used
in what has been called "the winning of the West.”
The company continued to grow and to develop its product and gradually began the
manufacture of other sporting goods, such as bicycles. At the present time, the
company is known as the Remington Arms Co., Inc.
What began as a one-man enterprise has become one of the world's leading
manufacturers of sporting arms. Before the Remington Company was formed,
American sportsmen relied upon foreign sources for the majority of the sporting guns
they used. The production of a rifle within the reach of men who wanted and needed a
good gun changed the picture permanently.
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Eliphalet and Elizabeth Remington's second child was
a son, Eliphalet II, named for his father. As the
couple's only son of their four children who survived
childhood, Eliphalet II followed in his father's footsteps
and entered the blacksmith trade at the family's rural
forge in Herkimer County, New York. The original
family home at Kinne Corners, New York, built about
1810 and known as Remington House, was listed on
the National Register of Historic Places in 1997.
Situated in the Mohawk River Valley — the eastern gateway to the expanding
Northwest Territory and in the path of the still-to-be-constructed Erie Canal — the
fieldstone Remington forge was astride a trade route that would bring prosperity to the
family and the other inhabitants of the region. The expansion of population and wealth
along that conduit of commerce would cause Eliphalet Remington to enter the arms
making business.
The origins of the "Remington" name date back to the formation
of E. Remington and Sons, a firearms maker founded in 1816. E.
Remington & Sons made occasional forays into products other
than firearms, such as sewing machines and farm implements —
but its most significant side venture was when inventor
Christopher Sholes persuaded the firearms company to help him
develop the typewriter with the QWERTY keyboard, which is still
the standard today. In 1886, E. Remington & Sons sold the
typewriter company, which became Remington Typewriter
Company. This in turn merged with the Rand Kardex Corporation in 1927 to become
Remington Rand. Remington Rand branched out into making adding machines, filing
cabinets, punched card tabulating machines, and other office equipment to become a
leading office equipment company.
The origin of Remington personal care products dates back to
1937 when Remington Rand began to branch out to electric
shavers, starting with the Remington Model E.
In 1950, Remington Rand bought the
pioneering
Eckert-Mauchly
Computer
Company. In 1955, it merged with Sperry
Corporation, developer of the automatic pilot,
amongst other devices. The combined company became the
Sperry Rand Corporation and continued to market shavers under
the Remington brand. In 1979, Sperry Rand sold off a number of
its divisions, including the consumer products. Victor Kiam bought
the electric shaver company in a leveraged buyout.
Victor Kiam's Remington Products Company became very profitable, branching out
into other personal care small appliances, buying Clairol's personal care appliance
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business in 1994. Kiam sold controlling interest in Remington to
Ike Perlmutter prior to the Clairol acquisition that same year.
Remington changed hands again on June 1996 when Perlmutter
and Kiam sold controlling interest in the company to Vestar Capital
Partners. Victor Kiam died in 2001. In 2003, the Kiam family and
Vestar sold Remington to the battery company Rayovac. Rayovac
changed its name to Spectrum Brands and markets Remington
brand men's and women's electric shavers, hair clippers, beard
and moustache trimmers, nose and ear hair trimmers, foot
massagers, make-up mirrors, heated hair rollers, blow dryers, and
curling irons. Remington also sells flat irons.

Frederic Remington (1861-1909) is Jerry's 6th Cousin twice
removed. He spells his name without the “k” on Frederic. He is
the noted western artist and sculptor, and also wrote many
books which is not so well known. Here is a brief biography:
Fredric Remington was born in Canton, New York October 4,
1861. He was brought up during the Civil War, his boyhood
passions consisted of riding, boating, fishing, hunting, the military
and the great outdoors. During school he enjoyed sketching and
doodling different objects especially soldiers in military uniforms.
As a young adult Remington tried many different avenues of
interest. He tried college, and dropped out in 1880 when his
father died of an abrupt illness. Then he ventured out into the
business world, but most of these government and business endeavors only lasted a
few months.
In the summer of 1879 he met and began wooing
Eva Adele Caten, and in the fall of 1884 they were
married. The couple tried the wearying Western
frontier life for a time but quickly opted to move to
the city of Brooklyn, New York. Due to some bad
dealings in business and difficulties in life, she left
and returned to her father’s home.
Remington then went and wandered in the desert
for several weeks, a kind of purging of the soul.
After which, he returned to claim his wife and all his
rightful responsibilities.
Shortly after Remington’s arrival in New York, he solicited work with Harper’s Weekly
using his portfolio of western sketches. He then set out to prove himself as an artist. It
was during this time that Remington’s art career bloomed and developed into one of
the most prolific artists of his time. In his sketches he portrayed the subject matter that
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most captivated his interests; horses, military and the western frontier. And in return
Remington made these interests the interests of the public.
Remington thought this of his art work, “Cowboys are my
cash.” The first of his attempts in sculpting was The
Bronco Buster. In the public eye Remington is reputed to
be America’s most popular nineteenth century Western
artist.
December 1909, at the apex of
his career and the prime of his life
Remington suddenly died from a
ruptured appendix. Remington
was a man who loved the
vigorous adventures of the
outdoors; taking others with him on long trail rides, nature
hikes, fishing and hunting trips. His work has and always will
inspire this same love and appreciation in others, for the rustic
life of the West and the great outdoors.

Homer Calvin Davenport (1867-1912) is one of the author's favorite
related personalities. He was born right here in Oregon, near
Silverton. He is Jerry's 4th Cousin three times removed. Here are a
few paragraphs excerpted from Wikipedia. [A thorough biography,
written by his father, is on the CD].
Davenport was born in 1864 in the Waldo Hills,
several miles south of Silverton, Oregon. His
parents were Timothy W. and Florinda
Davenport. His father was one of the founders
of the Republican Party in Oregon and served
as an Oregon state representative, senator,
and Indian agent, and ran unsuccessfully for
U.S. Congress in 1874. His mother died of
smallpox when he was only three years old, but had
encouraged his talent for drawing. She was a subscriber to
Harpers Weekly, an illustrated news magazine, and particularly
admired the political cartoons of the German immigrant,
Thomas Nast, who made his name in part by exposing the
corruption of New York City government by way of biting satire.
Before she died, Florinda had made it clear that her dream was
to have her son become a great cartoonist and that his talent
for art was to be encouraged. While he was perceived as idle and aimless by his
neighbors during his teen years, and had no formal art training, Davenport ended up
becoming one of the highest paid political cartoonists in the world at the time.
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Davenport's career was not immediately successful. His first job was drawing for the
Portland, Oregon newspaper, The Oregonian, where he was fired, it was said, for
doing a poor job of drawing a stove for an advertisement. He later worked for the San
Francisco Examiner and the San Francisco Chronicle. Ultimately, he came to the
attention of William Randolph Hearst who recognized Davenport's talent for political
cartooning and his tendency to attack corrupt political bosses. Hearst brought him to
the east coast to work for the New York Evening Journal in 1895. He later also worked
for the New York Evening Mail, producing a continuing stream of highly detailed pen &
ink caricatures of many of the leading figures of the day. His drawings left few public
figures unscathed; he even caricatured himself and his boss, Hearst.
Ultimately, Davenport’s work became so well recognized for
skewering political figures he considered corrupt, such as
U.S. Senator Mark Hanna and others, that his opponents
attempted to pass a law banning political cartoons. The bill,
introduced in the New York State Legislature with the
prodding of U.S. Senator Thomas C. Platt, (R-NY), did not
pass, but the effort inspired Davenport to create one of his
most famous works: “No Honest Man Need Fear Cartoons."
In addition to his cartooning, Davenport is remembered for
personally playing a key role in bringing some of the earliest
desertbred or "asil" Arabian horses to America. A longtime
horseman, he had been captivated by the beauty of the
Arabians brought to the Chicago World Fair of 1893. Upon
learning that these horses had remained in America and had been sold at auction, he
sought them out, finding most of them in the hands of Peter Bradley, a millionaire and
horseman who lived in Hingham, Massachusetts. Davenport initially bought some of
these horses outright, but then went into a partnership with Bradley.

He was a good friend with Frederic Remington, another of our cousins, although
they were in different lines (Remington and Davenport) and were not related to each
other. Remington was a frequent visitor at Davenport's horse estate in New Jersey.
An annual event in Silverton, Oregon, is the “Homer Davenport Days.” He is
honored as the favorite son of Silverton.

Sigrid Undset (1882 – 1949) is our Norwegian notable relation. She is not very well
known outside of literary circles, but was a Nobel Laureate for her epic trilogy, “Kristin
Lavrandsdatter.” Here is a short biography that was prepared by the Daughters of the
American Revolution:
Sigrid Undset was born in 1882 in Kalundborg, Denmark, but was raised in Norway.
Her archaeologist father died when she was 11, and her mother struggled to raise her
three daughters. Sigrid was employed as an office worker at a young age, and began
her writing career with several successful novels of women in contemporary Norway,
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the best known of which is "Jenny."
She married Anders Castus Svarstad in 1912, a Norwegian painter
whom she had met in Rome, and they had three children. She
struggled to write while tending to her family and running a large
household. In 1919, she moved to Lillehammer, Norway and built a
large, beautiful house, Bjerkebæk. In this comfortable place she
began studying and writing her medieval sagas. Her studies of the
medieval church motivated her to convert to Catholicism. It was
during this time her marriage ended.
In 1928, Sigrid Undset won the Nobel Prize
for Literature for her historical novels of life in
medieval Norway. The best known of these
major works is the thousand page trilogy Kristin Lavransdatter.
The three books of the trilogy, The Bridal Wreath (The Garland),
The Mistress of Husaby (The Wife), and The Cross, are
published separately or in a single volume. Currently, this novel
is available in two English translations—the 1930 version and
the more recent one by Tiina Nunnally. Kristin Lavransdatter
was made into a movie by Norwegian film star and director Liv
Ullmann. Sigrid's other historical novel cited by the Nobel Prize
committee is the four-volume series, The Master of Hestviken,
which is also available in an English translation.
When Germany invaded Norway in 1940, she was forced to flee to Sweden, and later
to the United States. She supported her country’s cause with speeches and writing
during the war years. She returned to Norway exhausted in 1945 still devastated by
World War II memories—the loss of her elder son and the occupation of her home by
the Germans. She lived until 1949, but wrote no more. For additional information about
Sigrid Undset’s life, see her "official" biography on Odin, and read about her Nobel
honor on the Nobel Prize web site. A new biography (written in English) on Sigrid came
out in 2009, Inside the Gate: Undset's life at Bjerkebæk (by Nan Bentzen Skille,
translated by Tina Nunnally) and can be ordered online.

The Undset farm is very close to the farms where Brynhild Haugseth was born and grew
up, in Øvre Rendal, Norway. It is back through Brynhild's line that she is related to Jerry
as a Half-5th Cousin twice removed. Although it's not a very “easy read,” the author has
read the entire trilogy as translated. It helps to know some Norwegian, because even
though it's written in English, the sentence constructions are somewhat like they are in
the original Norwegian.
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WHAT'S ON THE ACCOMPANYING CD
The CD in the sleeve that's glued to the inside of the back cover includes a large amount of
information that would have made this book impossibly large. The contents follows the
standard file and folder scheme used by Microsoft Windows. On a PC, use “Windows
Explorer” to navigate these files and folders. The format for the pictures is .JPG, a standard,
and for most narrative items the format is .PDF, which requires Adobe's Acroread or other
similar program to open a file. A few files are other formats, such as .RTF. Here's summary
of what's included in the principal folders, that are first visible when you open the directory
listings for the CD:
•

Ancestor and Descendant Charts. This contains the descendancies of the
Mayflower ancestors, the royal ancestry of Rebecca Hilton, a 22 page ancestry chart of
Jerry that goes back to the 1500s, the Descendants of Orme Davenport from about
1086 (this is a 120 page document), and others

•

Book and Narrative Excerpts. Scanned chapters from the Remington and Davenport
books, Certain Comeoverers, and passenger lists.

•

Census Images. Many actual images of census forms, for ancestors back to 1850,
which was the first year that entire family names were included. Prior to 1850, only the
heads of household were included.

•

Documents by Family Name. This section contains a number of sub-folders, which
include documents such as marriage and death records, newspaper clippings, draft
records, letters, Ola Larson's transcribed Journal (complete) and other related records.
These are listed by the name of the appropriate family or individual.

•

Family Group Records. These are standard genealogical records showing data for
husband, wife and children of many of our ancestor families.

•

Great Migration. These are a sequence of records extracted from Savage's “The
Great Migration” of many of our original colonial immigrant ancestors.

•

Heraldry. This contains the coats of arms of a few ancestors, plus a detailed treatise
on heraldry for those who are interested. Very technical.

•

Hood River Museum. Pictures obtained from the museum in Hood River.

•

Mormon Trail. A variety of maps, pictures, and Overland Trail records of some of our
ancestors who made the trek.
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CD CONTENT CONTINUED
•

Pedegree Charts. Several charts that are a continuation of ancestors from the
primary Larsen chart.

•

Pictures – General. A number of pictures that are not of people, such as the Little
Compton Burying Ground, and ship pictures.

•

Pictures – Hood River Museum. These were photos that I obtained from the Hood
River Museum, mostly of early logging camps.

•

Pictures – New Zealand 1880s. Several sepia-toned pictures on card stock, that
probably were brought back by Ola Larson when they emigrated to America.

•

Pictures in the book with captions. Copies of all of the photographs included in the
body of this book.

•

Pictures of Ancestors and Relatives. Many, many portraits and snapshots of our
relatives. Many of these have sub-folders to explore.

•

Emory and Nellie Davenport Descendancy. This is in “modified register” book
format, and portrays the same information as the chart in the Appendix.

•

Witches of Rendalen. This large file is a translation of the entire 5-act play written by
Stein Balstad.

•

This Book. The entire book is included in this file, which you are free to distribute,
copy, and/or reproduce as you wish.

•

Sons of the American Revolution Application Form. Jerry has an application
pending with the SAR, and is using Peter Crapo as his patriot ancestor. All of the
required collection of documents has been done, including obtaining Family History
Center microfilm records, census data, and records from the Oregon State Archives to
prove the lineage. If you are interested in either the SAR or DAR, both accept
previously approved records from either organization. All you would have to do is
document your descendancy from Emory Davenport, and use Jerry's documentation
for the rest of it, so the difficult part has been done. If you are interested, let me know
and when I get an approval and a member number I will be happy to provide it to you,
and also provide the web links to the appropriate sites.
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